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RARCOA  OFFERS 
AN  UNUSUAL 
WANT-LIST  SERVICE 


Having  one  of  the  largest  stocks  of  coins  in  the  country, 
we  are  able  to  quote  immediately  as  to  condition  and 
price. 

In  addition,  our  perpetual  inventory  and  follow-up  records 
assure  any  serious  collector  the  quickest  way  to  obtain 
that  scarce  item. 

Our  teletype  systems,  as  well  as  overseas  cable,  all  add 
to  the  effectiveness  of  communications. 
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plete  set  of  $3.00  gold  pieces,  a  3-cent  piece,  or  an  1870-S 
silver  dollar,  it  will  pay  you  to  contact  and  do  business 
with  RARCOA. 
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flo-u^inal  f) ottincfb 


a  prelude  in  a  very  minor  key 


The  French  Ecu  upon  our  cover  for  July  was 
offered  in  Sotheby’s  sale  of  the  Reilly  collec¬ 
tion  in  July  of  1921,  wherein  it  was  described 
thusly:  "Napoleon  I,  Five  Francs,  1810,  Paris, 
countermarked  on  the  obv.  with  a  laureate  head 
of  Wellington  within  oval  stamp,  unique  ( ?) , 
of  great  interest  and  rarity."  Although 
Wellington  was  active  in  the  Peninsular  Campaign 
from  1808  to  1814,  his  most  striking  victory 
over  Napoleon  occurred  at  Waterloo  in  1815. 
Napoleon,  who  had  abdicated,  decided  he  needed 
more  elbow  room  than  Elba  afforded  and  returned 
to  France  ;  Wellington  utterly  defeated  him  and 
ended  his  Empire  for  all  time.  Thus  it  would 
seem  likely  that  the  counterstamp  was  affixed 


CONTINUITY 

I’m  quite  content  to  stand  aside  and  let  modern  proof 
sets  follow  their  contrived  gyrations. 

But  when  it  comes  to  older  established  foreign  series 
I'm  keenly  competitive  as  always. 

Why  not  consult  me  if  you’re  thinking  of  selling  your 
collection? 

Lists  sent  out  frequently. 

RANDOLPH  ZANDER 

Post  Office  Box  3013 
Alexandria,  Virginia  22302 
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in  1815  or  later.  This  year  one  may,  if 
inclined,  celebrate  the  150th  anniversary  of 
Waterloo — (or,  for  that  matter,  the  44th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Reilly  Sale)  so  our  cover  coin 
seems  notably  appropriate... 

Speaking  of  anniversaries,  the  Magna  Carta 
celebrates  its  750th  birthday  this  year. 

HORACE  BULL  has  accordingly  elected  to  treat 
King  John  in  this  month's  installment  of 
Uneasy  Lies  The  Head ...  WALTER  BREEN'S  The  Proof¬ 
ing  Process  concludes  this  month.  As  we 
promised,  Breen's  exhaustive  catalog  of 
The  Billon  Sous  Marques  of  Canada  will  com¬ 
mence  short ly. .. Sous  Marques  and  other  French 
Colonial  issues  serve  as  the  theme  for  ROBERT 
C.  WILLEY,  whom  we  welcome  this  month  as  a 
Journal  columnist.  An  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Canadian  Numismatic  Association 
and  co-author  of  the  new  Standard  Grading  Guide 
to  Canadian  Decimal  Coins,  Mr.  Willey  will  treat 
various  aspects  of  Canadian  numismatics  in 
North  of  the  Border .. .Managing  Editor  K.  E. 
BRESSETT  is  twice  represented  this  month, 
reviewing  developments  in  the  English  coin 
market  in  Sterling  Commentary  and  discussing 
the  pioneer  gold  coins  of  Massachusetts  with  the 
tale  of  The  Day  Northampton  Had  a  Mint... 

CAN'T  WIN  'EM  ALL  DEPT... In  January's 
Journal  we  told  the  story  of  The  Gold  Franc  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  describing  it  as  the 
world's  smallest  gold  coin.  CARLO  VALDETTARO, 
our  man  in  Kathmandu,  writes  to  correct  us: 

"I  sympathize  with  the  poor  fellow  who  took 
pains  to  weigh  till  the  seventh  decimal  the 
League  of  Nations  Heavyweight."  He  then  tells 
of  four  Nepalese  coins  lighter  than  the  unique 
League  piece,  and  has  supplied  photos  of  three 
of  them,  all  of  which  will  appear  next  month... 

NEW  FROM  WHITMAN. . .the  1966  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  previewed  in  the  June 
Journal . . .COMING  SOON. . .A  Guide  Book  of 
Australian  Coins,  by  LAWRENCE  BLOCK... a  new 
edition  of  WAYTE  RAYMOND'S  The  Silver  Ecus  of 
France ,  revised  and  supplied  with  up-to-the- 
market  prices. 
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RUSSIAN 
JUBILEE  COIN 
PROOF  CROWN 

Russian  new  jubilee  coin  cele¬ 
brating  Russian  victory  over  Fascist 
Germany.  The  coin  is  a  one  Rouble 
denomination  and  measures  31  mm. 
The  reverse  features  coin  monument 
to  the  soldier  liberator  which  is  en¬ 
circled  by  the  inscription  “Victory 
Over  Fascist  Germany.”  The  obverse 
carries  the  emblem  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  inscription  “USSR” 
and  the  denomination  of  One 
Rouble. 

Each  $^,95 
10  for  $40.00 


United  States 
Proof  Set 


Plush  Case 

Five  (5)  coins  of  l$-5^-10^-25<5 
and  50^  denominations  held  in  a 
plush  dark  blue  velvet  interior.  The 
case  is  designed  to  hold  the  coins 
either  in  the  poly  sealed  envelopes 
as  they  are  sent  by  the  U.  S.  Mint 
or  the  five  (5)  loose  coins.  The  hand 
made  wooden  case  is  covered  with  a 
rich  blue  leatherette,  stamped  with 
the  words  “United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica”  in  gold.  The  inside  top  is  foam 
rubber  covered  in  high  quality  satin. 
Case  only  . $4.00 

Will  hold  any  5  coins  the  size  of  the 
U.S.  1^,  5<f,  10$,  25$  and  50$.  Ideal 
for  type  sets. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Silver  Proof  Crown 
Commemorating  the  20th 
Anniversary  of  Liberation 

(Measures  34mm  in  diameter 
and  16  grams  in  weight.) 

This  coin  was  designed  by  Kolarsky 
and  is  dated  1965.  The  obverse  bears 
the  official  state  emblem.  The  re¬ 
verse  features  a  left  profile  of  a 
young  girl  representing  the  young 
generation  after  the  Liberation. 
Also  featured  is  a  motif  of  the 
Bridge  Tower  of  the  Charles  Bridge 
in  Prague — a  barricade  commemo¬ 
rating  the  days  of  the  May  Revolu¬ 
tion  of  1945. 

$|j95 

Lundy  1965  Proof  Set 

Commemorating  the  40th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Isle  of  Lundy  by  Martin 
Coles  Harman.  This  double  set  con¬ 
sists  of  two  1  puffin  and  two  % 
puffin  coins  struck  in  proof,  dated 
1965  and  in  a  plush  presentation 
case.  The  issue  is  limited  to  3,000 
sets.  Modern  World  Coin  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  few  of  these  sets  for  its 
mail  order  customers. 

$1995  per  set 

Malta  1965  Proof  Set 

1  &  2  SCUDI  PIECES 
in  official  holder 

$1950 


MODERN  WORLD  COINS,  INC. 

123  S.  Broad  St.,  Phil.,  Pa.  19109.  Phone:  Area  Code  215:  PE-4250 
CABLE:  MOWOCO  E.  Gerald  Cooper,  President 
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AUSTRIA  1965  9  COIN  SET 


A  beautiful  nine  coin  set  which 
features  the  25  Schilling  coin  com¬ 
memorating  the  600th  anniversary 
of  the  Vienna  Technical  School  and 
the  50  Schilling  coin  commemo¬ 
rating  the  anniversary  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Vienna.  This  set  contains 
the  2-5-10  and  50  Groschen  coins 
and  1-5-10-25  and  50  Schilling  coins. 
The  coins  are  set  in  a  handmade 
wooden  case,  covered  by  hand  with 
fine  leatherette.  The  interior  of  the 
case  features  a  foam  rubber  top, 
satin  covered,  and  a  base  of  real 
velvet.  The  use  of  antique  design 
snap  latch  lends  an  elegant  touch 
to  this  luxurious  item. 

Complete  set  of  coins  in  case. $12.95 
Case  only .  4. 03 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  r  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  m  iTi  1 1  in !  1 1 1 ::  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ;  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


GERMANY 

WESTERN  ZONE 

PROOF  SETS 

iiiiimimmmimimtiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiimiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiimiiimiiiiii 


A  complete  current  type  set  for  the 
Western  zone  of  Germany  in 
PROOF.  Includes  one  of  each  of 
the  denominations  from  the  1 
Pfennig  through  the  Silver  5 
Deutsche  Mark. 

Eight  Coins  Y-105— 110,  112  and  117 

The  coins  are  of  mixed  date  with 
the  50,  10,  5,  and  1  Pfennig  dated 
1950  in  accordance  with  German 
law.  The  complete  set  in  original 
mint  holders. 

$1295 


SILVER 

Due  to  the  current  shortage  of 
silver,  many  customers  have  re¬ 
quested  specimens  of  pure  silver  in 
various  forms.  The  silver  content  is 
.999-)-  fine.  Ideal  conversation 
pieces. 

3  OZ.  BAR — stamped  for  fineness  and 
weight  . $7.50 

3,  4,  5,  7  &  10  OZ.  BAR  set-stamped 
for  fineness  and  weight  _ _ $72.00 

PLASTIC  HOLDER  for  above . $7.50 

THE  SILVER  CONTENT  backing  one 
(I)  U.S.  Dollar  (silver  certificate) 
Sealed  in  small  plastic  bags. 


GRANULATED  . $2.00 

PROOF  SURFACE  BAR 
100  Grams  . $10.50 


MODERN  WORLD  COINS,  INC. 

123  S.  Broad  St.,  Phil.,  Pa.  19109.  Phone:  Area  Code  215:  PE-4250 
CABLE:  MOWOCO  E.  Gerald  Cooper,  President 
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fp  Planning 
a  trip 

to  New  York 
soon? 


~  - 


.  •  «  ST  <  ; 


57th  STREET:  THE  ART  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD . 
5th  AVENUE:  THE  SHOPPING  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD  j 

^  \\ 

, 


,i  Stop  in  to  see  Stack’s  while  you’re  here 
We  re  just  a  few  blocks  from  almost  anywhere  in  New  York 

y  ^  Take  a  few  minutes  to  see  one  of  America  s  Oldest  and 
/  Largest  Coin  Dealers.  .  .  .  Examine  one  of  the  most  com¬ 
plete  numismatic  inventories  in  the  country.  .  .  .  Discuss 
your  collection  with  one  of  the  finest  staff  of  numismatists 
in  the  world  .  .  .  and  see  for  yourself  how  one  of  the  best 
numismatic  services  in  the  nation  operates. 


123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 
JUDSON  2-2580 


\ 


\ 

> 


\\ 


w 
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North  American  Currency ,  by  Grover  C.  Criswell,  Krause  Publications, 
lola,  W  isconsin,  1965.  909  pages,  fully  illustrated,  hardbound,  $15.00. 

Another  major  contribution  to  paper  money  literature  has  just  been 
made  available.  As  the  title  indicates,  this  book  presents  some  cover¬ 
age  of  paper  issues  not  only  of  the  United  States  but  of  Canada  and 
Mexico  as  well. 

Sections  are  presented  in  strict  alphabetical  sequence.  Included  in 
the  wide  scope  «of  the  book  are  certain  Colonial  and  Continental,  state 
and  Confederate  issues  for  the  U.S.,  bank  and  government  issues 
for  Canada,  and  a  few  Revolutionary  with  regular  issues  for  Mexico. 
Illustrations  abound  in  the  book,  and  are  of  consistently  high  quality 
throughout.  Most  notes  listed  show  price  valuations  for  two  grades — 
Very  Good  and  New.  These  valuations  seem  erratic — some  high,  others 
quite  low,  even  below  the  prevailing  wholesale  prices. 

One  of  the  most  useful  sections  is  that  on  Canada,  where  the  author 
gives  a  complete  listing  by  type  and  variety  of  government  issues, 
followed  by  a  detailed  outline  of  all  Canadian  bank  issues  with  in¬ 
formation  as  to  their  redeemability  status.  The  listing  of  U.S.  issues 
by  state  is  probably  one  of  the  more  comprehensive  of  its  kind  ever 
published.  Yet  an  essential  element  is  lacking — a  sense  of  direction 
and  purpose. 

The  author  acknowledges  the  incompleteness  of  the  list,  further 
stating  that  there  was  no  aim  for  a  finished  product.  What  was 
sorely  needed,  then,  was  some  sort  of  delineation  as  to  how  far  short 
the  author  felt  he  was,  and  perhaps  stating  what  the  criteria  were  for 
a  note’s  inclusion  or  exclusion  from  the  book.  For  example,  a  few 
Depression  scrip  issues  are  shown  here  and  there,  but  the  important 
reference  by  Kappen  and  Mitchell  on  these  notes  is  not  cited  any¬ 
where.  Going  a  bit  further,  is  it  to  be  assumed  that,  if  a  note  is 
found  that  is  not  contained  in  this  listing,  it  is  to  be  considered  a 
rarity  not  known  to  or  held  by  any  of  the  outstanding  contributors 
mentioned  in  the  front? 

The  section  on  Mexico  also  needs  the  same  type  of  purposeful 
statement  from  the  author  as  to  what  it  is  trying  to  present.  More¬ 
over,  it  would  have  been  most  helpful  to  show  sizes  for  these  issues 
as  a  number  of  illustrations  are  very  misleading,  especially  on  page 
416.  Also  on  this  same  page,  the  bottom  illustration  is  misplaced. 

Despite  the  aforementioned  defects  which  this  reviewer  found,  the 
book  must  still  be  generally  regarded  as  a  reference  which  surely 
ought  to  help  popularize  the  widening  horizons  in  this  field.  N.S. 
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Siebetiburgische  Munzen  and  Med  (alien  von  15,'itt  bis  zur  Gegenvoart , 
l»v  Adolf  Resell,  Hermannstadt,  1901.  Reprinted  in  a  limited  edition  of 
1000  copies  by  G.  15.  Kelemen,  1*.0.  Box  221,  Station  11,  Montreal  25, 
Quebec,  Canada,  1965.  258  pages  of  text  with  86  plates  of  line  draw¬ 
ings,  $30.00. 

First  published  in  1901,  Adolf  Resch’s  book  on  the  coins  and  medals 
of  Transylvania  has  long  been  considered  the  definitive  work  on  this 
series.  Copies  of  the  original  edition  are  in  very  short  supply  and, 
when  available,  have  brought  high  prices.  This  new  edition,  made 
available  through  the  efforts  of  Canadian  numismatist  G.  B.  Kele¬ 
men,  fills  a  longstanding  need  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

The  book  provides  a  detailed  coin-by-coin  outline  of  Transylvanian 
numismatics  from  the  reign  of  Johann  I.  Zapolya  (1538-40)  to  Maria 
Theresa  (1740-80).  Each  coin  and  medal  is  described  very  precisely; 
legends  are  listed,  weights  recorded,  and  a  large  number  of  the  coins 
are  attributed  to  various  museum  collections  or  to  the  Hess  sale  of 
the  Montenuovo  collection.  Brief  introductory  material  supplies  some 
of  the  details  of  the  reign  of  each  Transylvanian  ruler. 

While  the  text  is  in  German,  numismatists  who  are  not  fluent  in 
that  language  should  still  have  little  difficulty  in  using  the  book  to 
attribute  or  study  these  coins. 

The  book  is  most  generously  illustrated,  not  with  photographs  but 
with  the  line  drawings  which  were  more  widely  used  in  the  past.  Line 
drawings  vary  widely  in  accuracy  and  detail,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
report  that  those  used  here  are  of  the  highest  quality.  The  artist  has 
succeeded  not  only  in  portraying  the  coins  and  medals  in  full  detail, 
but  even  manages  to  achieve  a  most  pleasing  three-dimensional  effect. 

The  present  edition  was  produced  by  photo-offset  reproduction.  The 
process  has  been  especially  successful  in  this  instance,  with  no  dis¬ 
cernible  loss  of  detail  in  either  the  text  or  the  plates.  Well  printed 
and  attractively  bound  in  cloth,  the  reprint  edition  has  an  appearance 
in  which  its  publisher  may  well  take  pride. 

With  its  German  text,  its  specialized  subject  matter  and  its  rela¬ 
tively  high  price,  this  volume  will  probably  be  outside  the  scope  of 
the  general  collector’s  library.  But  for  the  specialist  with  any  degree 
of  interest  in  this  most  absorbing  area  of  numismatics,  the  book 
will  certainly  be  deemed  indispensable. 

As  a  supplement  to  this  work,  many  readers  will  probably  find 
Moritz  Wormser’s  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
(1914,  pp.  147-89)  of  special  value.  L.B. 


Select  Numismatic  Bibliography ,  by  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli.  Stark's, 
New  York,  N.Y.,  1965.  420  pages,  cloth  cover,  $12.50. 

Orchids  and  kudos  are  due  to  Mrs.  Stefanelli  for  producing  this  new 
book  which  is  by  far  the  most  successful  attempt  to  date  at  compiling 
a  practical  and  useful  numismatic  bibliography.  While  it  in  no  way 
compares  to  the  magnificent  “Dictionary  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Society,”  (New  York,  1962,  seven  volumes), 
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it  certainly  fills  adequately  a  need  long  felt  by  researchers  and  col¬ 
lectors. 

In  her  book  the  author  has  attempted,  by  her  own  words,  to  com¬ 
pile  a  bibliography  which  would  serve  as  a  key  to  the  vast  literature 
of  the  entire  numismatic  field.  To  accomplish  this,  numismatics  in 
all  its  complexities — including  the  study  of  medals  and  decorations 
and  a  history  of  prices  and  related  economic  and  historical  problems — 
was  taken  into  consideration. 

Titles  in  many  languages  are  included  to  give  completeness,  yet 
in  spite  of  its  scope  it  is  not  exhaustive,  but  rather  a  selection  of 
references  which  the  author  deems  necessary  or  interesting  to  most 
readers. 

Special  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  recent  numismatic  publica¬ 
tions  and  standard  references  of  the  past  80  years.  Also  included 
are  some  of  the  still-used  classical  works  of  the  past  two  hundred 
years.  An  asterisk  marks  each  number  that  the  author  considers  to 
be  an  outstanding  work  in  its  field,  and  while  some  might  feel  that 
the  number  of,  books  so  marked  could  have  been  expanded,  each 
deserves  a  spot  in  any  comprehensive  library. 

The  bibliography  has  been  divided  into  several  categories  to 
provide  maximum  ease  of  use  by  students.  The  general  divisions  in¬ 
clude:  General  References,  including  bibliographies,  dictionaries  and 
periodicals;  Historical  Periods  in  the  Evolution  of  Money,  broken 
down  into  Geographical  areas  (the  major  portion  of  this  book); 
Paper  Money;  Economics;  Tokens;  Medals;  Decorations;  Technical 
Aspects  of  Coinage  and  finally  Special  Topics,  a  chapter  dealing  with 
hoards,  counterfeiting,  exhibitions  and  numismatists  (biographies  and 
obituaries). 

A  handy  index  of  authors,  and  concise  remarks  by  Mrs.  Stefanelli 
about  many  of  the  books,  together  with  cross-references  to  related 
works,  makes  this  book  an  indispensable  tool.  K.E.B. 


Catalogo  Della  Carta-Moneta  (VOccupazione  e  di  Liberasione  Della  I  la 
Guerra  Mondiale ,  by  Dolt.  Gastone  Sollner.  Italia  Numismatica,  Castel 
D'Ario — Montova,  Italy,  52  pages,  illustrated,  soft  cover,  $2.50. 

Another  in  the  fast-growing  list  of  publications  dealing  with  world 
paper  money  has  made  its  appearance.  This  book  covers  military 
and  related  currency  issues  of  World  War  II  from  both  the  European 
and  Pacific  areas,  as  well  as  U.S.  Military  Payment  Certificates. 
Specific  listings  cover  English,  U.S.,  French,  Russian,  Italian,  Japa¬ 
nese,  and  German  issues  as  well  as  various  liberation  currencies. 

In  some  teases,  amounts  printed  are  shown,  and  valuations  in  Italian 
Lire  are  indicated  for  “new”  and  “used”  condition.  The  fact  that 
textual  content  is  entirely  in  Italian  does  not  materially  impair  the 
usefulness  of  the  catalog,  which  is  well  laid  out  and  which  contains 
many  illustrations  of  high  quality. 

The  book  should  be  welcomed  as  a  fine  presentation  of  a  readily 
accessible  and  interesting  series  of  paper  money,  and  is  highly  recom¬ 
mended  to  all.  N.S. 
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MEDAL  OF  THE  MONTH 

ZACHARY  TAYLOR 


Presidential  Art  Series 

WHO  COLLECTS  PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS? 

Presidential  Art  Medals  are  collected  by  coin  en¬ 
thusiasts,  schools,  coin  clubs  and  many  leading 
dignitaries. 

DO  PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS  APPRECIATE  IN 
VALUE? 

Although  not  designed  for  this  purpose,  some  seri¬ 
ally  numbered  Silver  and  Platinum  issues  have 
caused  premiums  among  collectors. 

WHY  ARE  THESE  MEDALS  DIFFERENT  FROM  COINAGE? 

The  sculptured  high  relief  and  the  orginal  emblems  by  the  sculptor  with  their  artistic  and 
historic  value  make  them  different. 

ARE  COMPLEMENTARY  ACCESSORIES  AVAILABLE? 

A  complete  line  of  accessories  for  display  is  offered  by  Presidential  Art  Medals. 

IS  THIS  PROGRAM  CONTINUOUS? 

This  Zachary  Taylor  medal  is  the  40th  medal  issued  in  this  continuing  program. 


The  Sir  WINSTON  CHURCHILL 
MEMORIAL  MEDAL 

5,000  serially  numbered  pieces  Silver 
(.999  +  )  .  .  .  $35.00  each  plus  10%  F.E.T. 
Un-numbered  Antique  Bronze  .  .  .  $5.00 
each. 


The  OFFICIAL 

JOHNSON  INAUGURAL  MEDAL 

10  000  serially  numbered  pieces  Silver 
(.999  +  )  .  .  .  $35.00  each  plus  10%  F.E.T. 
Limited  issue  Antique  Bronze  (un-num¬ 
bered)  .  .  .  $5.00  each. 


Quantity  Item  Price 

_ Zachary  Taylor  Bronze  medals  2.50  ea. 

_ Zachary  Taylor  Silver  medals .  $10.00  ea. 

_ Churchill  Memorial  Silver  medals .  35.00  ea. 

plus  10%  F.E.T. 

_ Churchill  Memorial  Bronze  medals .  5.00  ea. 

_ OFFICIAL  JOHNSON  INAUGURAL  SILVER  35.00  ea. 

plus  10%  F.E.T. 

_ OFFICIAL  JOHNSON  INAUGURAL  BRONZE  5.00  ea. 

_ 1965  PRESIDENTIAL  ART  CATALOGS  . 25  ea. 


(refundable  handling  charge  with  1st  order) 

Ohio  residents  add  3%  sales  tax 

PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  187,  Englewood,  Ohio  Phone  836-6000 
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United  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


COIN  GRADING  .  .  . 

A  GLANCE  BACKWARD 


Once  upon  a  time  coin  grading  was  not  the  exact  science  it  is  today. 
In  fact,  nobody,  dealer  or  collector,  seemed  to  give  a  hoot. 

The  buyer  and  seller  of  coins  today  live  in  a  different  climate. 
Two  strong  elements  have  confronted  them  and  have  created  an 
absolute  necessity  for  a  modern  set  of  ground  rules  so  they  can  trade 
with  one  another  with  some  degree  of  understanding  and  agreement. 
These  two  factors  are,  (1)  the  great  increase  in  the  value  of  coins, 
and,  (2)  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  mail-order  dealers.  The 
dealer  and  collector  seldom  see  one  another  today.  Human  nature  being 
what  it  is,  the  buyer  might  always  prefer  to  inspect  a  coin  with  a  ten- 
power  lens,  while  the  seller  would  gladly  lend  him  a  two-power  glass. 
Other  than  such  persuasive  tactics,  standardization  is  now  very  much 
with  us. 

Those  of  us  who  have  lived  with  the  coin  grading  evolution  have 
observed  the  growing  importance  of  exact  grading.  Fine  and  Very 
Fine  are  relatively  poles  apart  in  the  modern  scheme  of  things  and  can 
easily  represent  several  dollars  loss  or  gain,  for  example,  with  many 
Lincoln  cents.  This  is  important  to  both  parties  of  a  deal.  With  the 
recent  wide  acceptance  of  A  Guide  to  the  Grading  of  United  States 
Coins  by  Martin  R.  Brown  and  John  W.  Dunn,  there  is  no  longer  need 
to  argue  about  degrees  of  wear  on  one’s  coins.  Lacking  a  standard 
format  could  become  too  wearisome  and  frustrating,  especially  when 
deals  are  made  via  the  mail  route,  or  more  recently  the  teletype.  Yes, 
the  collector  or  dealer  of  a  generation  ago  didn’t  have  such  a  built-in 
agreement  on  coin  conditions,  but  he  moved  along  in  reasonably  happy 
fashion  with  less  complication  in  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen  hobby. 
But  things  were  different  then. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  revealing  and  instructive  to  an 
average  coin  collector  who  joined  the  hobby  during  the  past  ten  to 
fifteen  years,  to  take  a  little  peek  into  a  thirty-year  old  Standard 
Catalogue. 

Way  back  in  1935  Wayte  Raymond  put  out  a  widely  respected 
catalog.  It  may  astonish  Mr.  Modern  Coin  Enthusiast  and  Trader  to 
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learn  how  the  buyer  and  seller  of  that  period  got  along  with  each  other 
from  day  to  day  with  only  one  or  two  grades  below  uncirculated  to 
guide  their  transactions  and  to  appraise  their  numismatic  property. 

A  Look  at  the  Record 

Just  for  the  fun  of  it  I  have  taken  several  representative  coins  from 
the  1935  Standard  Catalogue,  as  well  as  from  the  1965  Guide  Book, 
to  show  the  grades  included  in  each,  and  incidentally  their  listed 
coin  values.  Values  shown  are  for  only  those  grades  which  appear  in 
the  respective  books.  The  italics  are  used  for  the  Standard  Catalogue; 
the  Guide  Book  has  ordinary  type. 


Fair 

Good 

V.  Good 

Fine 

V.  Fine 

Ex.  Fine 

Unc. 

Half  Cent  1797  / 
Plain  Edge  \ 

22.50 

4.00 

42.50 

62.50 

7.50 

100.00 

165.00 

Cent  1877 

100.00 

145.00 

1.00 

220.00 

350.00 

480.00 

2.50 

925.00 

Two  Cents  1872 

30.00 

37.50 

1.50 

45.00 

60.00 

3.00 

95.00 

Nickel  3^  1865 

1.50 

1.65 

.10 

2.00 

4.00 

.40 

10.00 

Silver  3^  1851 

4.50 

6.00 

.35 

8.00 

13.50 

1.00 

35.00 

Half  Dime  1840-0 

No  Drapery 

5.00 

7.50 

1.00 

12.50 

25.00 

2.50 

80.00 

Dime  1875-cc 

2.00 

3*00 

.50 

4.50 

9.00 

1.25 

22.50 

Quarter  1796 

400.00 

10.00 

575.00 

1050.00 

20.00 

1750.00 

2200.00 

3750.00 

Half  1853 

Arrows 

6.00 

9.00 

14.50 

1.25 

22.50 

2.00 

80.00 

The  coins  chosen  have  no  special  significance,  other  than  the  fact 
that  they  were  perhaps  typical  of  many.  There  were  a  great  many 
coins,  whole  categories  in  fact,  which  were  priced  in  uncirculated 
only  (and  proofs,  of  course).  Included  in  this  class  were  all  small  cents 
after  1878  (the  1909-S  VDB  was  .25  uncirculated,  and  the  1914-D 
was  $2.00  uncirculated)  ;  all  five-cent  nickels  were  valued  uncirculated 
and  proof  only;  all  dimes  1873  and  later  received  the  same  treatment 
from  Wayte  Raymond.  All  twenty  cent  pieces  were  priced  in  perfect 
condition  only  and  quarters  showed  no  values  under  uncirculated 
starting  1875  and  halves  the  same  beginning  1866.  This  old-time  cata¬ 
loguer  didn’t  bother  to  head  the  price  columns  in  the  entire  gold 
section  because  there  was  only  one  column  per  date  and  mint  mark, 
and  it  went  without  saying  that  the  grade  was  “uncirculated.”  There 
was  a  general  understanding  after  the  Gold  Surrender  Directive  of 
1933  that  any  gold  piece  in  circulated  condition  was  uncollectable. 

A  certain  word  we  consider  essential  to  modern  grading  is  “very.” 
It  was  used  sparingly  in  the  thirties  and  forties.  Good  and  Fine  were 
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good  solid  terms  in  themselves  and  respected  by  all.  It  seems  almost 
as  though  all  parties  shunned  the  word  “very”  but  reluctantly  used  it 
occasionally  in  a  spirit  of  compromise.  The  word  “about”  was  un¬ 
heard  of  in  connection  with  uncirculated.  The  combination  of  “about” 
and  “uncirculated”  found  its  way  into  the  numismatic  vocabulary 
through  some  prominent  auction  cataloguers.  The  grade  Extra  or 
Extremely  Fine  had  come  in  along  with  stronger  magnifying  glasses 
so  the  seller  felt  compelled  to  use  a  little  more  sophistication  to  up 
the  bids  on  some  choice  specimens.  In  much  the  same  way  the  new 
term  “about  uncirculated”  replaced  the  old  “cabinet  friction”  which 
had  theretofore  sufficed  for  such  hair-splitting  when  coin  collections 
were  stored  in  cabinets.  Of  course,  “looks  uncirculated”  was  and  still 
is  unthinkable.  We  used  to  say  “This  one  looks  uncirculated,”  but  how 
this  one  ever  elbowed  its  way  into  the  public  prints  as  a  grade  I’ll 
never  know! 

So  we  have  had  a  brief  view  at  an  era  when  the  average  collector 
bought  his  coin  across  a  counter,  or  by  mail,  from  a  painstaking 
purveyor  of  honest  values.  I  don’t  imply  that  the  present  day  dealer 
is  less  honest.*’ He  simply  has  more  temptation  confronting  him  on 
appraising  the  condition  of  his  coins.  After  all  there  are  so  many  new 
collectors  demanding  quality  that  we  must  pay  more  to  acquire  such 
top  grade  pieces.  His  cost  of  doing  business  compels  a  realistic  profit 
margin.  The  dealer’s  plaint  is  that  if  he  undergrades  his  wares  he 
will  lose  his  profit. 


No  Grading  at  All 


Yes,  life  was  simpler  twenty-five  or  even  twenty  years  ago.  I  well 
recall  my  old  friend  the  late  Charles  E.  Green.  He  had  a  system 
which  seemed  ulcer-proof.  He  seldom  graded  his  coins.  Especially  did 
he  refrain  from  setting  down  the  condition  of  scarcities  and  rarities. 
He  simply  priced  them.  It  was  remarkable  how  little  conversation, 
much  less  argument,  he  experienced  with  his  method.  If  a  customer 
came  in  and  looked  over  his  stock,  Charles  usually  kept  right  on  work¬ 
ing  at  his  desk.  When  the  buyer  asked  what  Charles  thought  the 
grade  was  of  a  certain  coin  on  display,  the  reply  was  frank  and 
emphatic,  “You  can  grade  it  to  suit  yourself.  I  only  price  my  coins.” 
He  also  had  a  sound  policy  when  he  was  on  the  buying  end  of  a 
deal.  Whenever  anyone  offered  him  coins  and  asked  what  Charles 
thought  they  were  worth,  he  could  be  depended  on  to  say,  “You  price 
your  coins  and  I’ll  price  mine.”  He  was  respected  among  the  coin 
dealers  of  his  day. 

In  summary  I  would  say  that  we  can’t  go  back  to  the  old  days.  We 
have  thousands  more  collectors  today,  with  many  new  dealers  to 
serve  them.  Though  the  great  majority  are  as  honest  as  any  dealer 
can  be,  and  most  collectors  are  reasonable  in  their  sense  of  quality, 
there  has  to  be  a  standard  system  by  which  the  buyer  and  seller  can 
do  business.  Moreover  there  ought  to  be  a  sense  of  permanence  to  a 
coin’s  description.  Perhaps  we  have  reached  that  long  sought  plateau 
of  understanding  by  way  of  Brown  &  Dunn. 
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EMPIRE  PRESENTS 

COINS  OF  AUSTRALIA  AND  NEW  ZEALAND 


1934-35  MELBOURNE  COMMEMORATIVE  FLORIN 

Interest  in  the  type  of  coins  of  Australia  has  been  growing  steadily  over  the  last  few 
years.  Whitman  Publishing  Company  recently  announced  that  a  two  volume  Bookshelf 
Album  is  now  available  to  house  a  complete  set  of  Australian  type  coins.  If  you  have 
been  considering  a  collection  of  these  beautiful  coins,  we  recommend  that  you  pur¬ 
chase  the  scarcer  type  coins  NOW!  We  offer  the  scarce  and  desirable  1934-35  Melbourne 
Florin  pictured  above.  The  importance  of  this  as  a  type  should  not  be  underestimated. 
The  1934-35  Melbourn  Florin  is  the  only  year  of  type  and  by  virtue  of  this  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  type  coin.  Regular  isue  Florins  were  struck  both  in  1934  and  1935 
and  should  not  be  confused  with  the  commemorative  issue.  75,000  of  the  commemora- 
tives  were  struck  but  21,000  of  these  were  later  melted  down  .  .  .  leaving  a  net  mint¬ 
age  of  54,000. 


1934-35  Melbourne  Commemorative  Florin 

$49.00 
$65.00 


EF  . $41.00  AU,  sharp 

BU,  seldom  offered  in  this  top  grade . 


REMEMBER:  Your  complete  satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  when  you  deal  with 
EMPIRE.  Our  large  volume  of  business  is  only  possible  with  satisfied  customers. 
Any  item  found  unsatisfactory  FOR  ANY  REASON  WHATSOEVER  may  be  returned 
within  three  days  of  receipt  for  a  full  and  immediate  refund.  Our  record  of  less  than 
1%  returns  speaks  well  of  the  quality  of  material  we  deliver. 


1955  PROOF  AUSTRALIAN  SIXPENCE.  O  ur  previous  offering  of  these  popular  Proofs  was 
very  well  received  by  collectors  and  investors  alike.  We  have  a  dozen  or  so  pieces  left  in 
stock  and  offer  them  as  follows:  The  total  Proof  mintage  of  the  1955  Sixpence  is  a  mere 
1180  pieces!  1955  Australian  Sixpence,  Brilliant  Proof  . $14.00 

Crowns  of  New  Zealand,  along  with  the  other  Crowns  of  the  British  Commonwealth 
have  made  attractive  gains  during  the  past  year.  A  case  in  point  is  the  almost  legend¬ 
ary  “Waitangi”  Crown  of  1935.  Although  we  have  no  “Waitangi’s”  in  stock,  we  can 
offer  the  only  other  two  Crowns  of  New  Zealand. 

1949  Royal  Visit  Crown.  Issued  in  anticipation  of  the  visit  of  King  George  VI  to  New 
Zealand.  The  proposed  visit  never  took  place  due  to  the  King's  ill  health.  This  is  the  second 
Crown  issued  for  New  Zealand  and  is  the  only  year  of  type.  Difficult  to  acquire  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  condition.  200,020  pieces  struck.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated  . $25.00 

1953  Coronation  Crown.  Issued  to  commemorate  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II. 
Third  and  last  Crown  of  New  Zealand.  257,000  pieces  struck  which  includes  the  7000  Proof 
pieces  in  the  popular  Proof  set  of  this  Coronation  year.  Only  year  of  type.  Select  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  $15.00;  or  buy  ten  for . $140.00 

Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc. 

"America's  Leading  Buyer  of  Rare  Coins  and  Collections" 

Empire  Building,  Johnson  City  16,  N.Y.  13790 
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New  Issues — W  orld  Coins 


The  co-ordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  Apt.  A,  1501  E.  Mt.  Airy  Avenue,  Philadelphia  50,  Pa. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 


AUSTRIA 

Technical  School  Commemorative 


Tentative  Tentative 

Catalog  No.  Value  (Unc.) 

114  25  Schilling  Silver  1965  . $2.25 


Obverse:  Head  of  Prechtl  to  left,  date  at  right  1965.  Legend 
around:  150  JAHRE  TECHNISCHE  HOCH  SCHULE  WIEN 
(150  years  Technical  High  School,  Vienna).  J.J.  R.  v.  PRECHTL. 
Reverse:  Value  within  circle  of  10  shields.  Legend  around:  RE- 
PUBLIK  OSTERREICH.  Value  around  the  edge:  FUENF  UND 
ZWANZIG  SCHILLING.  Even  though  translation  of  the  above 
sounds  like  a  Technical  High  School,  it  actually  is  a  University. 
Courtesy  G.  and  N.  Cooper,  Modern  World  Coins,  Phila.,  Ernst 
Burgstahler,  Jack  Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Dept. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

As  reported  in  the  May  Journal ,  the  new  25  Korun  silver  piece  has 
made  its  appearance.  It  was  struck  for  the  20th  anniversary  of  Czech 
liberation,  and  was  designed  by  artist  Zdenek  Kolarsky.  Size  is  34mm, 
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IN  THE  MIDWEST 

WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

featuring 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLIES 

And  All  Leading 
Stamp  and  Coin  Lines 

7)0(1  tfiMckkow, 

2304  17th  Street 
RACINE,  WISCONSIN 
Phone  414-637-3441 


Harold  Richow 
Manager 


New  York  Office 

554  Westbury  Ave. 
Carle  Place,  New  York 
516  ED  4  7981-2-3 


Middle  Atlantic  branch 

302  West  6  Avenue 
Conshohocken,  Pa. 
215-825-0212 
Phila.  line:  PL  3-1836 


Caribbean  branch 
RFD  No.  2,  Box  9F 
Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 
767-6022 


CANADIAN  DIVISION: 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  4512  Papineau  Ave. 
Montreal,  Canada 
Phone  514  525-2568 


EUROPEAN  DIVISION 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  2  St.  Nicholas  Buildings, 
Newcastle  Upon  Tyne  1,  England 

COMPLETE  STOCK  AT  ALL  BRANCHES ,  SERVICING  DEALERS  ONLY 
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weight  16  grams,  composition  50%  silver,  40%  copper  and  5%  each  of 
nickel  and  zinc.  The  coin  will  be  illustrated  and  cataloged  in  a  future 
issue.  Information  courtesy  Ladislav  Sin  of  Czechoslovakia. 


ECUADOR 


62  10  Centavos  Nickel  clad  Steel  1964 . 15 

Obverse:  Arms  in  center,  date  below,  legend  around:  REPU- 
BLICA  DEL  ECUADOR.  Reverse:  Value  within  wreath.  Plain 
edge. 


♦, 


63  1  Sucre  Nickel  clad  Steel  1964  . 65 

Obverse:  Similar  to  above.  Reverse:  Head  of  General  Sucre  to 
left,  within  wreath,  value  below.  Reeded  edge.  Except  for  some 
minor  design  changes  and  the  different  alloy,  these  coins  are 
similar  to  previous  issues.  They  were  struck  at  Altena,  West¬ 
phalia,  according  to  Dr.  Alfredo  Karger  who  submitted  them. 


FEDERATION  OF  SOUTH  ARABIA 


1  1  Fils  Aluminum  1964  . 10 

Obverse:  Eight  pointed  and  sectioned  star,  symbol  of  the  new 
Federation.  Arabic  legend  above:  AL  JANUBIE  AL  ARABYA, 
English  legend  on  the  bottom:  SOUTH  ARABIA.  Reverse: 
Crossed  daggers,  date  1964  below,  value  on  top  in  English  and 
Arabic:  1  FILS.  Plain  edge. 
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19th  Century  Hebrew  mop  of  Tiberias 

THIRD  in  a  series  of  nine,  featuring  historical  cities 
in  Israel. 
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Obverse  :  Figures  symbolizing  the  life  of  Tiberias  against 

its  landscape. 

Reverse:  Replica  of  a  coin  of  Tiberias  minted  in  101  C.E. 

Bronze  45  mm  $  4  Silver  45  mm  $14  (Mailing  included) 

THE  SERIES  COMPRISES  COIN-MEDALS  OF  ASHKELON,  ACRE  (ALREADY 
ISSUED),  TIBERIAS,  BEIT-SHE’AN,  AVDAT,  CAESAREA,  JAFFA,  LOD, 
JERUSALEM. 

The  proceeds  from  sales  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  historical  sites. 

Available  from: 

ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS 
AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION 


1  1  Keren  Hayesod  Street,  Jerusalem 


850  Third  Ave.,  New  York 
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2  5  Fils  Bronze  1964 . 20 

Similar  to  above,  except  for  value  and  larger  planchet.  Plain 
edge. 


3  25  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 50 

Obverse:  Similar  to  above.  Reverse:  A  native  sail  boat  in  center, 
date  below,  value  above  in  English  and  Arabic.  Reeded  edge. 


4  50  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 75 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse  similar  to  above,  but  added  legend 
on  top:  DURHEM  WAHAD  (One  Dirhem)  between  English  and 
Arabic  value  of  50  FILS.  Also  reported  was  a  10  Fils,  which 
could  not  be  verified  at  this  time.  These  coins  will  be  illustrated 
in  a  future  issue.  Courtesy  Richard  E.  Reis,  translation  M.  Suben. 


FINLAND 

The  September,  1964  Journal  listed  the  new  Finland  1  Markka 
silver  alloy  coin  as  composed  of  35%  silver,  57%  copper  and  8%  tin. 
This  last  is  incorrect;  it  should  be  8%  zinc,  as  there  is  no  tin  in  the 
coin.  This  information  courtesy  Christian  F.  Verbeke. 
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AVAILABLE  TO  RECOGNIZED  DEALERS  ONLY 


featuring  all  the  major  brands  .  .  . 
plus  the  exclusive  fast  selling  line  of 
HARCO  creations 


RIBBOai 


•  AMERICAN  •  ATCO 

•  CAPITAL  •  DENNISON 

•  DYMO  •  ELBE  •  FOLD-O- 
HINGE  •  FUL-VU  •  GROSSMAN 

•  HARCO  •  HARCO  MOUNTS 

•  HARRIS  •  MEGHRIG 

•  MINKUS  •  PRESIDENT  COIN 
®  SCOTT  •  SEEWELL  •  SEITZ 

•  SELSI  •  SWIFT  •  WHITE  ACE 

•  WHITMAN 


■  A  AAII  HAROLD  COHN  &  CO 
H  A  If  I  -I  I  3224  N.  HALSTED  ST 
I  Inll  1# U  CHICAGO,  ILL  60657 

HARCO  CATALOGS,  WITH  ROOM  FOR  YOUR  IMPRINT,  MAKE 
IDEAL  CUSTOMER  MAILERS ...  SEND  FOR  FREE  DETAILS 


FILL  OUT  AND 

MAIL 

NOW 


HAROLD  COHN  &  CO. 

3224  N.  Halsted  St.,  Chicago,  III.  60657 

Please  send  me  the  following.  I  understand 
there  is  to  be  no  charge  for  this  material. 
HU  Philatelic  Catalog  Q  Numismatic  Catalog 
□  Full  deta  ils  as  to  how  I  can  use  catalogs, 
with  my  imprint,  for  customer  mailers. 

STORE  NAME . 

STORE  ADDRESS . 

CITY . STATE . 

BUYER'S  NAME . 
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RHODESIA 


1  6  Pence  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 35 

Obverse:  Mature  portrait  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  to  right. 
Legend  at  left:  ELIZABETH,  at  right  THE  SECOND.  Reverse: 
A  lily  in  the  center,  legend  above:  RHODESIA,  date  below, 
value  at  left  6d  (Pence),  at  right  5c  (Cents).  Reeded  edge. 


2  1  Shilling  Copper-Nickel  1964  .  1.00 

Obverse  as  above.  Reverse:  Arms  in  center,  RHODESIA  above, 
date  on  bottom,  value  at  left  1/-  (Shilling),  at  right  10c 
(Cents).  Reeded  edge. 


3  2  Shillings  Copper-Nickel  1964  .  L<5 

Obverse  as  above.  Reverse:  Stonebird  in  center,  RHODESIA 
above,  date  below,  value  at  left  2/-,  at  right  20c.  Reeded  edge. 
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STATUE  FEATURED  ON  NEW  ROUBLE 


The  above  photo  shows  the  statue  of  a  Russian  soldier  which  appears  on  the 
new  U.S.S.R.  Commemorative  Rouble. 
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4  y2  Crown  Copper-Nickel  1964  .  2.25 

Obverse  as  above.  Reverse:  Antelope  standing,  to  left,  RHO¬ 
DESIA  above,  date  below,  value  at  left  2/6  (2  Shillings  6  Pence), 
at  right:  25c  (Cents).  Reeded  edge.  These  are  the  first  coins 
dated  1964  showing  the  mature  portrait  of  the  Queen,  also  the 
first  ones  showing  dual  values  of  the  Sterling  and  the  Decimal 
systems.  The  coins  were  struck  at  the  Pretoria  mint  in  South 
Africa.  Courtesy  G.  &  N.  Cooper,  Modern  World  Coins,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

RUSSIA 


The  Soviet  Union  recently  announced  the  issuance  of  its  first  com¬ 
memorative  coin,  a  1  Rouble  piece  struck  in  honor  of  the  20th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  end  of  World  War  II.  It  depicts  a  Soviet  soldier  holding 
a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a  little  girl  in  the  other.  The  original  statue 
stands  in  the  Soviet  cemetery  in  East  Berlin.  The  accompanying  illus¬ 
tration  shows  the  statue  in  Treptower  Park,  Berlin.  Information  and 
illustrations  courtesy  Dr.  I.  N.  Voinov  of  Russia  and  Reginald  A.  W. 
Kelpe  of  Berlin. 


ZAMBIA 

The  new  Zambian  coinage  was  illustrated  and  cataloged  in  the  May 
Journal,  at' which  time  the  metallic  content  was  given  as  copper-nickel. 
According  to  Mr.  Kenn  Henderson  of  International  Nickel  Company 
they  are  actually  made  of  Nickel-Silver.  This  alloy  contains  no  silver 
at  all,  but  is  composed  of  copper,  nickel  and  zinc. 

Interestingly  enough,  there  is  no  exact  proportion  of  these  metals 
which  must  be  used  to  create  nickel-silver.  An  average  alloy  may 
contain  25%  nickel,  50%  copper  and  25%  zinc. 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  Bressett ,  F.R.N.S. 


Sales  of  the  new  fourth  edition 
Guide  Book  of  English  Coins  are 
breaking  all  records  this  year — 
an  encouraging  sign  that  we  take 
to  be  a  reflection  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  growth  of  interest  in  modern 
English  coins.  The  initial  printing 
of  the  fourth  edition  was  com¬ 
pletely  sold  within  three  months 
and  a  second  printing  is  now  on 
press. 

While  this  new  printing  will  be 
basically  the  same  as  the  current 
fourth  edition,  a  few  additional 
bits  of  information  have  been 
added  to  keep  the  reference  at¬ 
tuned  to  current  developments. 
1964  coinage  figures  have  been 
added  and  the  1965  penny  and 
halfpenny,  already  in  circulation, 
are  now  listed. 

1875  Farthing  Variety 

In  the  first  Whitman  edition  of 
the  English  Catalog  the  1875 
farthing  with  obverse  of  1873  and 
small  date  was  listed  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  information  supplied  by 
a  reliable  contributor.  This  va¬ 
riety  was  not  listed  in  C.  Wilson 
Peck’s  monumental  work  on  the 
subject,  English  Copper,  Tin  and 
Bronze  Coins  in  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum  1558-1958,  and  since  I  could 
not  locate  a  specimen  for  verifica¬ 
tion,  the  listing  was  dropped  from 
the  third  and  fourth  editions  of 
my  catalog.  Now,  thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  Q.  David  Bowers  of 
Empire  Coin  Company,  a  speci¬ 


men  has  been  made  available  for 
study.  This  variety  will  once 
again  be  listed  in  the  new  print¬ 
ing. 

1848  Halfcrown 

The  halfcrown  of  1848  without 
the  overdate  8  over  6  is  another 
formerly  questionable  coin  that 
is  now  listed  and  priced  for  the 
first  time.  While  the  existence  of 
this  piece  has  been  surmised,  only 
recently  have  any  specimens  be¬ 
come  available  for  identification. 

A  notation  of  the  two  counter¬ 
feit  sovereigns  mentioned  in  last 
month’s  column  and  corrections  of 
a  few  minor  typographical  errors 
round  off  the  other  improvements 
for  the  new  printing.  All  prices, 
of  course,  remain  the  same  as  this 
is  not  a  new  edition. 

Auction  Prices  Up 

Some  of  the  recent  English 
auction  sales  show  astounding 
new  record  prices  for  not  only  the 
choice  and  rare  pieces,  but  even 
for  coins  normally  thought  to  be 
relatively  common.  This  may  be 
the  beginning  of  a  new  price 
trend  or  perhaps  it  simply  re¬ 
flects  the  efforts  of  new  wealthy 
collectors  attempting  to  complete 
their  collections  in  record  time.  I 
believe  that  many  of  the  new 
price  patterns  are  influenced  by 
both  of  these,  and  probably  a  few 
other  factors. 

Choice  English  coins  have 
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drifted  to  the  United  States  in  a 
steady  stream  for  the  past  four 
years.  The  effects  of  this  are  now 
being  felt  and  English  dealers  as 
well  as  collectors  are  now  out¬ 
bidding  American  collectors  at 
every  turn  in  an  effort  to  stem 
the  tide.  The  situation  is  not 
unlike  that  in  Italy  and  Ger¬ 
many  where  during  the  past  two 
years  nearly  every  worthwhile 
coin  has  returned  to  the  mother¬ 
land. 

Will  these  inflated  prices  be¬ 
come  the  new  market  values  ?  I 
think  not — that  is,  not  for  a  few 
years  at  least.  But  they  are  the 
handwriting  or}  the  wall. 

Crown  Prices  Rise 

Crown  pieces  show  the  most 
marked  increases  in  price,  not 
only  in  recent  auctions  but  also 
in  dealers’  price  lists.  Collectors 
would  do  well  to  re-evaluate  their 
thinking  about  the  “common”  Vic¬ 
toria  crowns,  but  I  would  strongly 
recommend  moderation  in  re¬ 
vising  actual  prices  at  these  new 
levels.  The  time  will  come,  all  too 
soon  perhaps,  when  these  record 
prices  will  be  normal  levels. 

Here  is  an  approximation  of 
some  of  the  prices  paid  for  Vic¬ 
toria  crowns  in  recent  months : 
1844  nearly  E.F.  $160;  1845  E.F. 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of  July 
in  order  tb  have  the  subscription 
begin  with  the  August  issue  of 
the  Journal.  Subscriptions  re¬ 
ceived  after  the  10th  of  July  will 
begin  with  the  September  issue. 
Back  issues  of  the  Journal  are 
not  available.  Subscriptions  will 
not  begin  with  the  previous 
month’s  issue. 


$125,  another  with  scratches, 
$150;  1847  Young  Head  E.F.  $225; 
1847  Gothic  style  with  lettered 
edge  E.F.  $235,  another  in  proof 
$335,  and  the  rare  plain  edge 
variety  in  proof,  $500. 

The  1887  Jubilee  Head  Crown 
of  1887  fetched  $22  in  E.F.  and 
$80  in  Unc.;  the  1888  E.F.  $140; 
1889  V.F.  $42;  1890  V.F.  $30; 
1891  V.F.  $45.  In  the  Veiled  Head 
series  the  1893  with  edge  year 
LVI,  E.F.  $50-$90;  1893  LVII  V.F. 
$40-$84;  1894  LVII  E.F.  $90;  1894 
LVIII  E.F.  $95;  1895  LV1II  E.F. 
$61;  1895  LIX  V.F.  $21,  E.F.  $78; 
1896  LIX  F.  $30,  E.F.  $295;  1896 
LX  $89;  1897  LX  E.F.  $156;  1897 
LXI  E.F.  $145;  1898  LXI  E.F. 
$448  (!);  1898  LXII  E.F.  $50- 
$134;  1899  LXII  V.F.  $25,  E.F. 
$156;  1899  LXIII  E.F.  $140;  1900 
LXIII  V.F.  $61  and  1900  LXIV 
V.F.  $70. 


3rd  EDITION  1965-1966 

How  to  order  your  own  coins  with  new  com¬ 
plete  instructions  from  mints  around  the 
world.  Includes  all  new  countries,  Foreign 
coin  tips,  trends  and  investing.  Price  $2.50 
postpaid.  Foreign  $3.00. 

LEE  BAKER  PUBLICATIONS 

Santa  Clara  8  California 
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New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
pri  ce. 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .  easy  to  type  on 
....  no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra-thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

. proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tight  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


BOX  OF  100  HOLDERS 


$ 


lOO  FOR 

198 


FREE 

COIN  STORAGE 
BOX  INCLUDED 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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The  Uillis  Tokens 

the  numismatic  footprints  of  an  Alaskan  pioneer 

by  G.  R.  Squires 


Edward  Campbell  Willis  as  he  looked  in  1902. 


Edward  Campbell  Willis,  an 
Alaskan  pioneer  who  issued  an  in¬ 
teresting  and  little-known  group 
of  tokens  and  allied  pieces,  was 
born  in  Columbia,  Missouri  in 
1874.  His  parents  had  wandered 
half  the  world  over  in  search  of 
opportunity  and  success.  The  lure 
of  the  rapidly  expanding  western 
frontier  drew  the  family  to  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico,  in  1880.  For 


three  years,  Ed  Willis  spent  his 
childhood  there  in  one  of  the 
wildest  and  most  colorful  towns 
in  the  Southwest.  In  the  fall  of 
1883  the  Willis  family  migrated 
to  Helena,  Montana,  then  the 
major  supply  center  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad. 

After  several  years  in  the 
Helena  area,  Ed  and  his  father 
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trekked  120  miles  on  foot  in  the 
dead  of  winter  to  the  proposed 
site  of  Great  Falls,  Montana.  The 
family  spent  another  three  lean 
years  there  before  a  final  move 
in  1888  to  Tacoma,  Washington, 
where  Ed’s  parents  achieved  a  de¬ 
gree  of  success  and  permanence 
in  their  lives. 

By  1895  Edward  Willis  had 
tried  his  hand  at  almost  every¬ 
thing  in  the  Tacoma  area.  He 
struck  out  on  his  own,  working 
slowly  northwest  and  settling  for 
a  brief  period  near  Trail,  British 
Columbia,  where  he  lived  a  catch- 
as-catch-can  existence. 

The  electrifying  news  of  the 
Klondike  gold  strike  drew  Willis 
and  hundreds  of  others  to  Seattle, 
the  jumping-off  point  for  the 
north  country.  He  arrived  in 
Seattle  with  nothing  to  his  name 
but  a  burning  desire  to  go  north. 


Unable  to  afford  the  astronomical 
fee  for  passage  to  Skagway, 
Willis  persuaded  a  friend  who  had 
already  secured  a  ticket  to  go 
on  board  first,  then  to  throw  the 
ticket  down  to  him  in  an  old  shoe. 
The  scheme  worked,  and  Willis 
managed  to  board  the  ship,  where 
he  lived  as  a  stowaway  for  the 
entire  trip  to  Skagway. 

By  the  time  Willis  arrived  in 
1897,  Skagway  was  a  wide-open 
boom  town  without  effective  law 
and  order,  a  mecca  for  every 
crook,  gambler  and  adventurer  in 
the  Northwest.  Willis,  anxious  to 
get  through  the  winter  and  to 
build  a  stake  for  the  spring  rush, 
secured  temporary  employment 
as  a  barber.  His  charm  and  ready 
wit  soon  won  him  friendships 
with  many  individuals  now  fa¬ 
mous  in  the  history  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  Rex  Beach,  Alexander 


This  log  cabin,  built  in  1904,  was  Willis’  first  store  at  Cleary  Creek.  The  photo  was 
taken  before  Willis  went  into  partnership  with  Fritz  Welch.  This  log  cabin  burned  to 
the  ground  in  1907. 
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An  aluminum  store  card  issued  by  Willis  &  Welch  for  the 
Cleary  Creek  log  cabin  store  before  the  1907  fire. 


Pantages  and  the  poet  Robert  W. 
Service  were  among  these  new 
friends,  as  was  the  most  pub¬ 
licized  and  controversial  figure  of 
them  all,  Jefferson  “Soapy’’ 
Smith,  a  regular  weekly  customer 
until  he  died  in  a  duel  with  Frank 
Reid. 

During  his  first  winter  in  the 
North,  Willis  made  an  agreement 
with  the  local  packing  firm  of 
Bartlett  Bros.  They  were  to  sup¬ 
ply  him  with  the  necessary  equip¬ 
ment  and  provisions  for  the 
rugged  trip  to  Dawson  in  the 
Yukon  Territory.  The  following 
spring,  he  began  the  long  trek 
over  the  Chilicoot  Pass  in  com¬ 
pany  with  others  bound  for 
treasure.  Willis  reached  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  pass  just  before  a 
massive  snowslide  occurred,  then 
returned  to  help  with  the  rescue 
work.  He  continued  onward  to 
Bennett,  British  Columbia,  where 
he  spent  the  better  part  of  a  year 
as  an  agent  for  Bartlett  Bros,  and 
in  ventures  of  his  own.  In  the 
fall  of  1899  he  pushed  on  to 
Dawson. 

There  Willis  tried  his  hand  at 
a  variety  of  pursuits  requiring  a 
small  amount  of  capital  and  a 
good  deal  of  perseverance.  He 
prospected,  hauled  supplies  by 
dog  sled,  worked  small  mines,  and 
began  several  small  retail  enter¬ 


prises.  While  none  of  his  efforts 
were  notably  successful,  each 
time  he  succeeded  in  raising  a 
stake  for  the  next  undertaking. 

An  outside  trip  around  this 
time  resulted  in  marriage,  and 
Willis  brought  his  wife  north  with 
him.  In  1902,  the  great  gold  strike 
on  Cleary  Creek  near  Fairbanks 
drew  Willis  and  many  others,  and 
in  1904  he  opened  a  small  store 
there  and  later  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  Fritz  Welch. 

The  Willis  &  Welch  operation, 
begun  with  a  small  store  in 
Cleary  Creek,  grew  to  a  small 


“You  really  know  how  to  hurt  a 
guy.  .  .  .” 
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A  rather  unusual  store  card  issued  by  Willis  &  Welch  in  Chatanika.  The  piece  is  com¬ 
posed  of  two  shells  of  enamelled  tin  crimped  together.  The  obverse  shown  here  depicts 
an  Indian  girl;  the  reverse,  similar  in  style,  shows  a  dog  sled  with  team  and  driver. 

mercantile  empire  over  the  next 
few  years.  Although  a  disastrous 
fire  destroyed  the  first  store  in 
1907  along  with  the  entire  busi¬ 
ness  district  of  the  little  settle¬ 
ment,  the  store  was  speedily  re¬ 
built  and  enlarged;  meanwhile, 

Willis  and  Welch  had  established 
a  new  and  much  larger  trading 


! 


The  Willis  &  Welch  trading  post  at  Chatanika.  ca.  1908.  The  photo  shows  Willis,  his 
first  wife  Emma,  and  their  son,  Edward  Jr. 


post  at  Chatanika,  just  north  of 
present  -  day  Fairbanks.  Many 
token  issues  emanated  from  the 
Willis  &  Welch  operations,  and 
the  “Peanut  Dept.”  immortalized 
on  one  of  these  was  an  adjunct  of 
the  pool  parlor  at  the  Chatanika 
store. 

By  1911,  Willis  had  grown  tired 
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Ore  of  a  group  <jf  mirror  advertising  cards  issued  by  Willis  &  Welch  at  Chatanika. 
All  have  multicolor  obverse  illustrations  and  mirror  reverses  and  bear  the  edge  inscrip¬ 
tion  “Made  for  Willis  &  Welch,  Fairbanks,  Alaska.”  Besides  the  Alaskan  malemute 
shown  above,  other  mirror  cards  depict  “Cleary  Creek  miners  taking  a  million  dollars 
in  gold  dust  to  Fairbanks”  and  “Ben  Downing  on  the  trail  to  Dawson  with  one  million 
dollars  in  gold  dust.” 


of  the  Willis  &  Welch  business. 
Tempted  by  a  mining  venture,  he 
sold  out  to  his  partner  and  spent 
the  next  three  years  speculating 
in  various  mining  properties, 
finally  ending  up  broke  by  1914. 
This  experience  showed  him  that 
his  best  chance  for  permanent 
success  seemed  to  lie  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  merchandising  field.  Using 
charm  and  persuasion,  he  man¬ 
aged  to  raise  capital  among 
friends  for  the  purchase  of  stock 
and  equipment  for  a  small  store. 
This  equipment  was  sent  by  barge 
down  the  Yukon  River  to  Ruby, 
where  Willis  set  up  shop.  The 
small  store  at  Ruby  was  so  suc¬ 
cessful  tl)at  another  store  was 
established  a  few  miles  away  in 
Lcng  Creek. 

Five  prosperous  years  later, 
Willis  decided  for  personal  rea¬ 
sons  to  liquidate  his  business  and 
return  to  the  States.  He  settled 


in  California  in  1921,  established 
a  liquor  and  cigar  store  at  Oak¬ 
land  and  another  later  on  in  Hay¬ 
ward.  These  enterprises,  along 
with  an  unending  interest  in 
Alaska  and  its  affairs,  occasional 
flyers  in  stocks  and  local  Cali¬ 
fornia  mining  ventures,  coupled 
with  the  pleasures  of  raising  a 
new  family  presented  by  his 
second  wife,  Lena,  and  a  second 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  August  issue, 
changes  of  address  must  reach 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL  before  July  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 
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A  store  card  good  for  $1.00  in  merchandise  issued  for  the  Long  Creek  store  ca.  1914-19. 
The  date  “July  1898”  below  the  denomination  refers  to  the  patent  for  this  type  of 
token,  consisting  of  a  brass  outer  ring  with  an  aluminum  insert.  Willis  also  issued  25<^ 
and  50<*  tokens  of  this  type.  The  term  “bingle”  used  here  had  several  meanings.  It  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  token  or  trade  piece,  was  used  on  store  signs  to  indicate  a  good  place  or 
nice  thing,  and  was  also  used  colloquially  to  denote  a  prospector’s  lucky  strike  or  find. 


son,  Harold  A.  Willis,  sufficed  to 
give  Edward  Campbell  Willis  a 
full  and  rewarding  life  until  his 
death  in  1943. 


IT’S  11  FACT 

The  Maryland  Foreign  Paper 
Money  Club  is  the  oldest  (and 
some  say,  the  best)  group  in 
the  United  States  devoted  to 

FOREIGN  PAPER  MONEY 

Its  quarterly.  The  Currency  Col¬ 
lector -,  and  a  specialized  130 
volume  library  can  be  yours. 

Ask  for  particulars  from 

Mr.  Alexander  J.  Sullivan 
701  Hammonds  Lane 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21225 


The  store  cards  and  allied  items 
connected  with  Willis  are  much 
the  same  as  others  of  this  type; 
quite  often  they  get  lost  in  the 
shuffle  of  mainstream  numis¬ 
matics.  It  is  when  a  numismatist 
is  able  to  dig  below  the  surface 
to  the  actual  historical  back¬ 
ground  of  these  items  that  they 
can  come  to  life,  and  then  the 
result  is  often  more  colorful  and 
historically  rewarding  than  the 
study  of  coins  as  such. 

The  tokens  issued  by  Edward 
Campbell  Willis,  and  illustrated 
here,  have  long  been  unlisted  in 
numismatic  reference  works.  They 
will  be  listed  and  described  in  the 
forthcoming  second  edition  of 
Alaska's  Coinage  Through  the 
Years.  In  conclusion,  the  author 
would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Harold 
A.  Willis  for  the  many  hours  of 
his  time  and  much  patience  on  his 
part  in  helping  to  assemble  the 
facts  and  details  of  this  article. 
Thanks  are  due  also  to  Mr.  James 
Teeslink  for  his  efforts  in  making 
the  original  photographic  trans¬ 
fers  of  the  artifacts  used  for 
illustration. 
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GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

(East  Germany) 

The  following  notes  were  issued  in  September,  1964.  Engraving  is 
far  superior  to  previous  issues.  All  have  red  serial  numbers. 


5  Mark.  Watermark  hammer  and  calipers. 

Face:  Bust  of  scientist  and  explorer  Alexander  von  Humboldt  at 
right.  Arms  and  value  in  center.  Brown  overprint,  purple,  green 
and  orange  background  in  center. 

Back:  View  of  Humboldt  University,  Arms  at  left.  Brown  over¬ 
print. 

Size:  5  5/16  x  2%  inches. 
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Now 

PROCLAIMED  CROSS-COUNTRY  AS 
ONE  OF  THE  LEADING  COIN  GUIDES 

For  Up-To-The-Minute  Prices  For  All  U.S.  Coins 

"YELLOW  COIN  BOOK" 

46th  EDITION - JULY  1965 

PRICE — 90tf 

(Plus  15*  for  Postage  and  Handling) 

AND— HERE  IS  WHAT  YOU  GET— 

A  Complete  Listing  Of  All  U.S.  Coins  From  1793-1965  Profusely  Illus¬ 
trated  With  Pictorial  Charts  That  Aid  You  At  A  Glance  As  To  The 
Condition  Of  Your  Coins. 


Down  To  Earth  Valuations  Given  To  Every  Collectable  Condition  Of 
Each  And  Every  Coin  BASED  On  The  Market  Selling  Prices  Of 
Today  And  Not  Those  Of  A  Year  Ago. 


A  Homey  Chit-Chat  Column  Of  “Coin  Activity  In  Which  The  Writer 
(E.  Strauss,  Nationally  Known  Professional  Numismatist)  Brings 
You  News  Of  Extreme  Importance  Relative  To  Current  Trends. 


Dozens  And  Dozens  Of  Other  Features  Are  Included,  And  Besides 
Listings  Of  All  Single  Coins  You  Will  Find  Listed — Uncirculated 
Rolls,  Proof  Sets,  Gold,  U.S.  Commemorative,  Etc.,  Etc. 


See  Your  Favorite  Dealer  For  The  Current  Issue  Of 

"YELLOW  COIN  BOOK" 

Or  Write  Directly  To.— E.  Strauss  Publications  Inc. 
1 16  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10038 
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10  Mark.  Watermark  as  above. 

Face:  Bust  of  Friedrich  von  Schiller  at  right,  Arms  in  back¬ 
ground  center.  Green  overprint,  blue,  yellow  and  red  background 
around  Arms. 

Back:  View  of  the  Zeiss  factory,  Jena.  Green  overprint,  factory 
and  Arms  in  blue. 

Size:  5 Ms  x  2  11/16  inches. 


AM  154  198 


ZWANZIG 

.  MARK 

Dtk  • 

DEbTSCHHN  NOTENSANK 
DDR 

Berlin  *964  ^  3 
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BIG  NEWS  FROM  AUSTRIA! 


"UNIVERSITY  WIEN" 
JUBILEE  PROOF  SETS 

The  proof  sets  will  consist  of  the  following  silver  coins: 

1.  50  Schilling  commemorative  600  year  Jubilee  “University  Wien’ 
with  portrait  of  Rudolf  der  Stifter. 

2.  25  Schilling  commemorative  “Technology  Wien”,  with  portrait 
of  Johann  v.  Prechtl. 

3.  10  Schilling  current  issue  “Wachauerin”  (Wachau  girl). 

4.  5  Schilling  current  issue  “Lipizzaner.” 

Each  coin  to  bear  the  date  1965. 

Each  set  is  to  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  from  the  Director  of  the 
Mint,  notifying  all  collectors,  that: 

A.  The  commemorative  50  and  25  Schilling  coins  in  proof  will  not  be 
sold  as  single  items,  but  may  be  obtained  in  these  sets  only. 

B.  The  number  of  proof  series  is  limited  to  100,000  altogether,  each 
set  to  be  numbered  consecutively. 

The  coins  will  be  sold  with  a  booklet  in  color,  containing  important  nu¬ 
mismatic  and  historical  data.  Coins  and  booklet  in  one  leather  holder. 
The  above  sets  are  going  to  be  released  from  June  onward. 

The  price  of  the  set  amounts  to  $12.00  plus  insurance  and  shipping 
charges  from  Austria. 

Tiroler  Munzhandlung 

Dr.  Colins  &  Werkner 
Innsbruck,  Tyrol,  Austria 

IAPN  Member 
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20  Mark. 

Face:  Portrait  of  Johann  Wolfgang  von  Goethe  at  right.  Water¬ 
mark  at  left,  same  portrait.  Arms  in  background  center.  Brown 
overprint,  green  and  orange  background. 

Back:  National  Theatre  at  Weimar.  Pale  brown  overprint. 

Size:  5  11/16  x  2%  inches. 
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"Since  1917" 

WHOLESALE  COIN  SUPPLIES 

Dealers— Check  These  Services 

Free  Display  Racks. 

/>  Free  Check  List  and  Ad  Material. 

Freight  Paid  on  $50.00  shipment  anywhere  in  U.S. 

Easy  to  read  catalog. 

Orders  shipped  same  day  received. 

Orders  packed  with  care. 

Complete  selection  of  all  leading  numismatic  material. 

Send  For  Our  Illustrated  Catalog 

COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION 
ANDERSON  NEWS  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  256 

4320  Huntsville  Rd.,  Florence,  Ala. 


Mehlco  Quote  Sheet 

Now  in  its  6th  year.  Latest  quotes  on  rolls,  proof  and  commem.,  plus  weekly  trade  re¬ 
ports.  A  must  for  dealers  and  investors.  Saves  you  many  dollars!  Subscription:  3  months 
55;  I  year  $15;  Airmail  $17.  Trial  number  free.  Write  for  it  today.  Issued  every  week, 
Sent  First  Class  or  Airmail. 


OFFICIAL  HAWAII  STATEHOOD  SILVER  MEDAL  (Medallic  Art) 


At  Original  Wholesale  Price . $25.00 

OFFICIAL  CIVIL  WAR  SILVER  MEDAL 

Reduced  Special  Below  Cost . $20.00 

Friedberg  2300  Hawaii  $1.00  Silver  Certificate  Crisp  Unc.  Catalogue  $9.00 

Our  Special  Price . $  6.50 


All  orders  under  $50.00  add  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  add  4% 
Sales  Tax.  WE  ARE  BUYERS  OF  ALL  UNITED  STATES  AND  FOREIGN  COINS. 

ORDER  YOURS  NOW!  ! 


“WE  HAVE  BEEN  APPOINTED  TO  HOLD  THE  COIN  AUCTION  FOR  THE  HEART  OF 
AMERICA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  IN  KANSAS  CITY.  NOVEMBER  25th  THROUGH 
the  28th.  1965.  CONSIGNMENTS  FOR  THIS  IMPORTANT  AUCTION  NOW  ACCEPTED.” 


B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 


P.O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills.  California  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213) — 274-6217 


Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  United  States,  founded 
in  1901.  This  is  our  13th  consecutive  advertisement  in  this 

publication. 
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50  Mark. 

Face:  Portrait  of  Friedrich  Engels  at  right.  Watermark  at  left, 
same  portrait.  Arms  in  background  center.  Dark  green  overprint, 
yellow  and  pink  background. 

Back:  Threshing  machine.  Dark  green  overprint. 

Size:  5%  x  2  13/16  inches. 


A  A  3808 7 68 


T  4 


100 


MARK 


DEUTSCHEN  NOTENBANK 

DDR 

8ERUN 


AA 3808768 


BANKNOTE 


1 00  Mark. 

Face:  Portrait  of  Karl  Marx  at  right.  Watermark  at  left,  same 
portrait.  Arms  in  background  center.  Dark  blue  overprint,  multi¬ 
colored  background. 

Back:  View  of  the  Brandenburg  Gate. 

Size:  0>Vs  x  2  15/16  inches. 

Courtesy  Foreign  Exchange  Ltd.,  San  Francisco,  California;  also 
Bayerische  Hypotheken  und  Wechselbank  in  Germany. 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 

Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

Correspondence  is  invited 
from  collectors  of  Fugio 
cents  in  connection  with  a 
revision  of  the  Newman 
monograph  on  the  subject. 

(licUaSia  PieJze/i 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  366 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 


Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


<L: . 
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The  Proofing  Process 

by  Walter  Breen 
(Last  of  seven  parts) 


Canadian  proofs,  before  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  decimal  coinage  in 
1858,  are  a  group  as  rare  and  un¬ 
usual  as  American  Colonial 
proofs.  I  have  seen  specimens  of 
the  1837  Bank  tokens  (“Papi- 
neaus”),  1844  Front  View  Bank 
tokens,  1852  river  -  god  bank 
tokens,  1843  and  1856  official 
penny  and  halfpenny  pieces,  and 


A  proof  specimen  of  the  striking 


Canadian  proofs,  commonly  oc¬ 
curring  with  plain  edges  like 
many  silver  British  proofs  of  the 
period,  were  made  in  the  Royal 
Mint  in  London — as  in  fact  were 
later  Canadian  decimal  proofs 
prior  to  about  1908 — and  they 
were  made  by  the  same  processes. 

British  proof  copper  coins  from 
the  1820’s  on  no  longer  show  file 


Una  and  the  Lion  1838  5  Pounds. 


a  few  others,  in  proof,  the  1843 
and  1856  coins  having  come  from 
the  Royal  Mint  in  London,  the 
others  from  private  establish¬ 
ments  (possibly  Boulton  &  Watt’s 
Soho  Mint?).  Without  exception, 
the  rare  proofs  show  every  ear¬ 
mark  of  having  been  made  by  the 
identical  processes  used  on  official 
British  proofs  of  the  period. 
These  were  substantially  identi¬ 
cal  to  those  used  on  later  Ameri¬ 
can  proofs.  The  same  comment 
holds  for  Canadian  patterns  of 
the  period  and  those  commonly 
assimilated  to  the  Canadian  series 
(e.g.  the  1823  copper  Fiftieth  and 
Hundredth  of  a  Dollar).  The  1858 


marks  on  edges,  and  they  were 
struck  in  close  collars;  edges  are 
brilliant  as  though  polished,  and 
in  every  other  way  they  indicate 
that  the  moneyers  in  the  Royal 
Mint  had  installed  equipment 
similar  to  Boulton’s. 

Some  British  proof  silver  coins, 
though  not  all,  come  with  lettered 
edges.  Seaby  lists  several  of  these 
with  blundered  edges  (transposed 
words!)  indicating  that  not  the 
Castaing  machine  but  some  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  virole  brisee  was  used 
on  them.  This,  of  course,  must 
have  slowed  up  production  con¬ 
siderably;  the  problem  of  rapid 
coinage  using  a  virole  brisee  or 
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segmented  collar  die  was  not 
solved  until  early  in  the  20th 
century.  In  every  instance,  the 
difficulty  was  to  make  a  contriv¬ 
ance  which  would  retract  the 
three,  four  or  six  segments  of  the 
collar  die  rapidly  and  smoothly 
without  shearing  off  edge  letter¬ 
ing  or  causing  the  newly  minted 
coin  to  stick  to  the  collar  die  after 
striking.  I  do  not  have  details  on 
that  used  now,  unfortunately. 

Except  for  nickel  coins,  proofs 
made  in  the  middle  and  later 
years  of  the  19th  century  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  are  a  fairly 
monotonous  lot  of  coins.  “Pol¬ 
ished-up  portraits  of  the  coinage” 
(as  Dr.  Sheldon  calls  them),  they 
have  little  individuality  and  any 
two  of  the  same  year  and  denomi¬ 
nation  will  look  very  much  alike. 
That  the  nickel  coins  are  an  ex¬ 
ception  testifies  largely  to  Mint 
difficulties  with  nickel,  which  re¬ 
mained  until  well  into  the  20th 
century.  Nickel  is  very  rough  on 
dies:  they  wear  down  fast,  they 
break  down  fast,  they  often  pro¬ 
duce  only  indifferent  impressions 
on  nickel  planchets,  even  on 
proofs.  Don  Taxay  has  quoted 
contemporaneous  Mint  opinions 
of  nickel  as  a  coinage  metal.  Of 
all  the  alloys  of  nickel  tried,  only 
two — 80  copper:  20  nickel,  com¬ 
mon  in  the  United  Kingdom  to 
the  present  day,  and  75  copper: 
25  nickel,  adopted  in  the  U.S. 
since  1865 — have  proved  at  all 
practical  for  coinage,  and  even 
those  two  only  marginally  so. 
Alloys  with  less  than  12%  nickel 
tend  to  be  very  yellow  and  grassy 
in  appearance;  alloys  with  over 
30%  nickel  generally  yield  ingots 
riddled  with  bubbles  and  altogeth¬ 
er  unsuitable  for  the  rolling  and 
cutting  processes.  Nickel  proofs 
from  the  Philadelphia  mint — and 


to  a  lesser  extent  from  the  British 
mint — have  often  fallen  short  of 
the  quality  of  other  proofs,  f  have 
seen  coins  of  proof-only  dates  or 
varieties  (e.g.  1865  “double  dates 
west”  3 4  nickel,  1866  5 4  nickel 
with  center  dot  on  rev.,  1877  and 
78  34  and  54  nickel,  1887/6  3 4 
nickel)  with  the  typical  proof  sur¬ 
face,  but  poorly  struck  on  borders 
and  edges,  often  with  designs  not 
too  well  brought  up,  and  very 
often  indeed  on  planchets  thickly 
seeded  with  minute  defects.  As 
late  as  the  early  1890’s  nickel  5 4 
pieces  in  proof  sometimes  come 
only  with  a  dull  matte-like  sur¬ 
face,  explanation  unknown;  ap¬ 
parently  the  nickel  strips  simply 
refused  to  take  a  high  polish.  I 
have  seen  nickel  proofs  of  the 
1950’s  which  were  almost  as  bad, 
being  identifiable  as  proofs  only 
by  the  borders,  rims  and  edges. 
Authentication  of  copper-nickel 
proof  cents  is  a  task  calculated  to 
give  a  conscientious  numismatist 
nightmares,  so  uneven  is  the 
quality  of  the  real  ones. 

On  the  other  hand,  low-mintage 
silver  and  gold  coins  in  the  1880’s 
often  come  with  brilliant  surfaces 
very  near  indeed  in  appearance  to 
those  of  proofs,  and  decisions  of 
the  proof  or  nonproof  status  of 
some  of  these  coins  are  equally 
eye  -  taxing.  That  uncirculated 
coins  have  been  found  in  proof 
sets  of  1866  and  some  other  years, 
straight  from  the  mint,  makes 
the  problem  still  more  difficult. 
I  have  already  quoted  the  criteria 
in  use;  in  difficult  borderline 
cases,  often  the  only  thing  to  do 
is  compare  the  disputed  coins 
with  known  proofs  from  original 
sets.  And  if  there  is  still  doubt, 
do  not  sell  the  coin  as  a  proof. 

It  may  be  appropriate  here  to 
bring  up  the  matter  of  restrikes. 
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Most  restrikes  are  nominally 
proofs,  whether  minted  from 
original  dies  or  from  made-to- 
order  dies  (“novodels”)  in  the 
mint  of  origin,  or  made  clandes¬ 
tinely  by  private  parties.  The  pri¬ 
vately  made  ones,  though  usually 
struck  from  polished  or  even 
lapped  dies  on  polished  blanks, 
are  hardly  ever  of  the  quality  of 
authentic  mint  products  and  do 
not  merit  further  discussion 
here.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
items  like  the  half-cents  of  the 
1840’s,  1856  flying  eagle  cents, 
1863-64  trimes  and  half-dimes, 
1873  2$  and  $3,  1875  $3,  1865  gold 
dollar  and  $3,  1827  quarters, 

1801-3,  “1804”,  *1836-39  and  51-53 
silver  dollars,  and  others,  which 
were  made  to  order  as  favor  coins 
by  employees  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  sometimes  from  original 
dies  with  new  reverses,  often 
lapped  to  the  extent  that  details 
are  narrowed  or  even  obliterated, 
or  in  other  instances  from  dies 
similar  to  originals  and  created 
by  punching  old  date  logotypes 
into  new  (undated)  dies.  Some  of 
the  more  clandestine  restrikes 
show  evidence  of  gross  rust  or  die 
failure — this  is  most  of  all  true  of 
certain  patterns.  Others,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  half-cent  series,  show 
die  buckling,  weakness,  rude 
striking  and  extremely  high  wire 
edges — occasionally  these  are  re¬ 
moved  by  filing.  In  every  instance 
such  coins  were  made  by  proc¬ 
esses  enough  different  from  the 
originals  so  that  trained  numis¬ 
matists  can  “smell  them  a  yard 
away,”  save  for-  a  few  late  ones 
such  as  the  1865  gold  dollar  and 
$3  which  required  no  different 
processes  and  which  were  prob¬ 
ably  made  only  a  few  years  later 
than  their  dates. 

The  parallel  to  this  state  of 


affairs  in  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
is,  of  course,  found  in  the  “late 
Soho”  and  clandestinely  restruck 
pieces  allegedly  originating  in 
Boulton  &  Watt’s  Soho  mint, 
dating  from  the  1780’s,  but  actu¬ 
ally  made  in  the  mid  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  As  Peck  has  told  their  story 
in  voluminous  and  occasionally 
eye-twinkling  detail,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  repeat  it  here.  Re¬ 
strikes  were  an  attempt  to  pander 
to  the  collector — and  commercial 
— impulse  to  have  something 
nobody  else  has  got;  when  the 
demand  died  down,  at  whatever 
cost,  the  supply  also  did  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  renewed. 

Early  in  the  20th  century,  ap¬ 
parently  owing  to  the  influence  of 
the  Paris  Mint  (which  incidentally 
was  more  notorious  for  restrikes 
than  any  other  in  western  civiliza¬ 
tion),  medals  and  proof  coins 
began  experimentally  to  be  made 
by  a  new  process  yielding  no 
longer  the  old  and  tired  brilliant 
mirrorlike  fields,  but  instead  a 
uniform  granular  sheen.  Russell 
Nering  has  traced  the  process 
back  to  about  1896,  in  which  year 
— if  memory  serves  —  Belgium 
and  possibly  some  other  small 
European  countries  issued  a  few 
proofs  by  the  new  processes. 
Britain  introduced  it  on  the  Cor¬ 
onation  proof  sets  of  1902,  and 
Canadian  sets  of  1908.  The  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  tried  it  on  the  St. 
Gaudens  gold  designs  1907-15,  the 
Pratt  gold  designs  of  1908-1915, 
Lincoln  cents  of  1909-16,  Buffalo 
nickels  of  1913-16,  and  the  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  proof  silver  coins  of 
new  design  of  1916,  pattern  and 
regular  (these  were  not  released 
to  collectors  in  proof  state). 
Somewhat  similar  proofs  were 
made  of  the  new  Peace  dollars  in 
1921-22,  and  of  various  commem- 
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orative  half  dollars  through  about 
1935.  Again,  most  of  these  (ex¬ 
cept  for  the  fifty  sandblast  proof 
Hawaiian  commemorative  halves 
of  1928)  were  not  allowed  to  get 
into  collector’s  hands. 

Regrettably,  the  story  here  is 
not  yet  complete.  I  know  that  at 
least  five  different  variations  on 
the  matte  and  sandblast  proof 
technique  were  experimentally 
used  on  regular  proofs  between 
1909  and  1915.  At  the  moment  it 
is  hardly  possible  to  give  verbal 
descriptions,  or  to  tell  exactly 
how  they  were  made;  the  relevant 


culated  coins.  It  is  thought  that 
increasingly  curved  fields  (spher¬ 
ical  or  parabolic  surfaces),  being 
difficult  to  polish  uniformly  on 
dies,  may  have  inspired  use  of 
matte  or  sandblast  technique  for 
proofs.  Even  this  cannot  be  veri¬ 
fied  at  present. 

Proof  that  the  matte  finish  had 
to  be  applied  after  striking  is  of 
some  interest.  I  once  owned  a 
1909  Lincoln  cent  with  one  side 
perfect  matte  proof  and  the  other 
perfect  uncirculated  with  the 
typical  mint  bloom  found  on  all 
unc.  and  no  proof  coins.  Under 


A  Matte  Proof  1909  Lincoln  Cent. 


records  have  not  been  released  to 
the  National  Archives.  What  I  do 
know  is  that  the  finish  in  each 
instance  had  to  be  applied  after 
striking,  and  that  in  some  in¬ 
stances  it  involved  pickling  the 
coins  in  weak  acid  and  in  others 
it  involved  spraying  them  with  a 
stream  of  fine  sand  in  compressed 
air.  Russell  Nering  has  experi¬ 
mented  with  the  latter  process 
and  found  that  the  fine  and  coarse 
sandblast  finish,  as  on  1912-15 
gold,  evidently  differed  mainly  in 
the  size  of  sand  particles  used 
and  in  the  velocity  of  the  spray  or 
blast.  I  do  not  know  whether  col¬ 
lector  complaints  were  relevant 
or  not,  but  the  technique  was 
abandoned  by  the  British  mint 
earlier  than  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint;  the  1911  proof  sets  and 
those  of  1927  and  later  years 
revert  to  the  old  brilliant  style, 
easily  distinguished  from  uncir- 


microscopic  examination,  it  be¬ 
came  obvious  that  the  piece  had 
been  struck  medallically  (like  all 
proofs  of  the  period)  but  that 
only  on  the  proofed  side  had  the 
surface  been  interfered  with.  The 
type  of  surface  involved  made  it 
plain  that  artificially  roughened 
dies  were  not  used,  leaving  only 
an  after-striking  treatment  as 
tenable  explanation.  (Pickling 
or  sandblasting  before  striking 
would  have  been  obscured  and  re¬ 
placed  by  typical  mint  bloom  on 
impact,  or  by  shiny  surface  were 
the  dies  polished.) 

In  any  event,  matte  proofs  are 
often  simulated  by  uncirculated 
coins,  and  sometimes  correct 
diagnosis  is  exceedingly  difficult. 
Experience  with  the  real  thing  is 
the  only  safe  guide — preferably 
from  proof  sets  of  the  year  so 
that  no  mistake  can  be  made — 
and  even  then  this  type  of  ex- 
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perience  is  of  value  only  if  the 
numismatist  has  an  excellent 
visual  memory.  (Even  then  he  is 
likely  to  develop  ulcers  making 
honest  decisions  on  1916  and  1909 
VDB  proof  cents.)  No  verbal 
criteria  exist  for  unequivocally 
identifying  matte  proofs,  nor  will 
photographs  help;  the  language 
lacks  words  for  the  subtle  dis¬ 
tinctions  involved. 

Matte  and  sandblast  proofs 
ceased  being  made  for  reasons 
never  published,  aside  from  World 
War  I,  but  one  reason  probably 
was  that  these  coins  do  tarnish 
much  faster  than  regular  uncir¬ 
culated  coins.  The  process  used 
to  make  such  proofs  activates  the 
metal  surface,  causing  exception¬ 
ally  fast  oxidation. 

When  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
1936  decided  to  resume  sale  of 
proofs  to  collectors,  Coiner’s  De¬ 
partment  personnel  had  evidently 
forgotten  how  to  make  19th  cen¬ 
tury  style  brilliant  proofs  with 
mirrorlike  fields  and  frosty  de¬ 
vices.  Proofs  of  1936  thus  come 
in  two  separate  styles  or  issues, 
both  with  typical  polished  edges, 
sharp  rims  and  borders  and  well 
brought  up  devices.  The  first  issue 
has  surfaces  very  much  duller 
than  uncirculated  coins,  without 
mint  bloom  or  the  granularity  of 
sandblast  proofs;  they  are  nearest 
the  “satin  finish”  style  of  some 
proofs  of  1907,  1909  and  1916.  The 
nickel  and  cent  of  this  issue  come 
usually  much  darker  than  uncir¬ 
culated  coins.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  scarcer  second  issue  proofs  of 
1936  have  almost  the  entire  die 
surfaces  mirrorlike,  as  in  1937. 
These  are  among  the  most  bril¬ 
liant  proofs  of  the  period.  Later 
proofs  through  1942  are  much 
closer  to  the  19th  century  style, 
save  that  frosty  devices  are  very 
inusual.  Nickel  proofs  have  little 


advantage  in  sharpness  over  the 
regular  uncirculated  coins.  Much 
the  same  comment  can  be  made 
for  proofs  from  1950  to  the  pres¬ 
ent;  the  first  proofs  of  1950  were 
quite  dull,  frosty  devices  are  sel¬ 
dom  encountered,  and  nickel 
proofs  leave  still  a  great  deal  to 
be  desired  in  sharpness. 

Modern  proofs  (or  specimen 
coins)  issued  by  other  mints — 
Canadian,  British,  and  Continental 
— for  the  most  part  also  have 
resumed  the  typical  19th  century 
appearance,  and  not  much  need 
be  said  about  them.  Proofs  repre¬ 
sent  the  Philadelphia  Mint’s  sole 
lagniappe  for  present-day  coin 
collectors;  they  represent  a  source 
of  needed  revenue  for  “postage- 
stamp”  countries  and  others;  they 
represent,  even  now,  supposedly 
the  finest  work  modern  minting 
methods  can  produce,  within  the 
limitations  of  modern  coin  design, 
which  are  the  limitations  of  low 
relief  (to  facilitate  stacking)  and 
stereotypy  (to  frustrate  counter¬ 
feiters),  which  are  ultimate  out¬ 
growths  of  the  experiments  of  the 
key  figure  in  modern  minting 
technology — Matthew  Boulton. 


“And  they  told  me  he  was  the 
best  tailor  in  town!" 
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John 

1199-1216 


♦  , 

Just  750  years  ago,  on  June  17, 
1215,  a  most  unlovable  monarch 
set  his  seal  upon  a  document 
which  has  served  for  centuries  as 
the  cornerstone  of  English  lib¬ 
erty.  The  document  was  the 
Magna  Carta,  the  king  was  John 
Lackland,  and  the  anniversary  of 
this  notable  event  provides  a  con¬ 
venient  excuse  for  reviewing  the 
coins  and  career  of  the  most 
maligned  monarch  since  Attila 
the  Hun. 

The  prolific  marriage  of  Henry 
II  and  Eleanor  of  Aquitaine 
yielded  seven  children,  four  of 
them  sons.  The  eldest  son,  Henry 
FitzHenry,  died  of  dysentery  in 
1183.  The  third  son,  Geoffrey,  died 
in  1186.  The  second  son,  Richard 
Couer-de-Lion,  succeeded  his  fa¬ 
ther  in  1189  and  reigned  for  ten 
years,  spending  almost  no  time 
in  England  but  symbolizing  the 
very  essence  of  chivalry  as  he  led 
his  knights  against  the  Saracen 
forces  of  Saladin.  In  1199,  during 
the  seige  of  a  castle  in  France, 
an  arrow  pierced  Richard’s 
shoulder.  With  his  dying  breath 
he  pardoned  the  archer  who  had 


inflicted  the  mortal  wound.  But 
Richard’s  sister  Joanna  halted 
this  chivalrous  grandstand  play 
of  Couer-de-Lion’s;  she  had  the 
unfortunate  bowman  mutilated, 
flayed  alive,  and  torn  to  pieces  by 
wild  horses. 

On  this  auspicious  occasion,  the 
youngest  child  of  Henry  II  as¬ 
cended  the  throne  of  England. 
John  Plantagenet,  called  Lack- 
land,  had  always  been  Henry’s 
favorite,  although  he  had  done 
little  to  earn  the  favor  of  Henry 
or  indeed  of  anyone  else.  Born  in 
1166,  John  was  designated  Lord 
of  Ireland  at  the  age  of  eleven. 
Henry  was  anxious  to  assure  that 
each  of  his  sons  would  hold 
dominion  over  a  portion  of  his 
own  lands,  and  in  1185  he  sent 
John  across  the  Irish  sea  with  a 
force  of  mercenaries  to  complete 
the  conquest  of  the  island  and 
govern  Irish  affairs.  In  the  course 
of  this  experiment,  John  demon¬ 
strated  the  singular  ability  for 
administration  which  was  to 
characterize  his  reign. 

In  England  Under  the  Normans 
and  Angevins,  H.  W.  C.  Davis 
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offers  the  following  glowing  pic¬ 
ture  of  John’s  Irish  adventures: 

“The  prince  and  his  favourites 
diverted  themselves  with  gibes 
and  horseplay  at  the  expense  of 
the  uncouth  chiefs,  long-locked 
and  saffron-shirted,  who  came  to 
render  homage  at  the  court  of 
Dublin;  the  pride  of  native  loyal¬ 
ists  took  fire;  the  two  greatest  of 
the  Irish  princes,  the  Kings  of 
Limerick  and  Connaught,  refused 
to  expose  themselves  to  the  like 
treatment  and  withheld  their 


These  show  a  head  of  John  with 
the  inscription  IOHANNES  DOM, 
for  John  Lord  of  Ireland.  Wheth¬ 
er  they  were  minted  during  his 
expedition  to  Ireland  or  any  time 
afterward  up  to  1199  cannot  be 
said  with  certainty,  as  John  re¬ 
mained  Lord  of  Ireland  during 
the  reign  of  Richard  I  as  well. 

Although  John  seemed  to  show 
more  in  the  way  of  filial  piety 
than  Henry’s  other  sons,  he  in¬ 
trigued  against  his  father  from 
time  to  time.  Henry  became 


A  silver  Penny  of  John  struck  for  Ireland  during  his  reign.  The  reverse  inscription 
reads  ROBERD  ON  DIVE,  indicating  that  the  moneyer  was  Roberd  and  the  place  of 
mintage  was  Dublin.  The  triangle  motif  shown  here  was  repeated  upon  coins  of  later 
English  kings;  Lindsay  suggests  it  was  chosen  as  a  symbol  of  the  Trinity. 


homage.  The  funds  entrusted  to 
the  prince  for  the  payment  of  his 
troops  were  squandered  on  his 
pleasures;  the  soldiers  either  de¬ 
serted  to  take  service  under  the 
Irish  chiefs  or  consoled  them¬ 
selves  by  living  at  free  quarters 
in  the  coast  towns;  their  com¬ 
manders,  men  for  the  most  part 
as  worthless  as  their  ruler,  chose 
to  enrich  themselves  by  oppres¬ 
sing  the  colonists  and  evicting  the 
loyal  Irish  rather  than  to  risk  the 
hazards  of  the  war  for  which 
they  were  engaged.” 

After  a  few  months  Henry  re¬ 
alized  the  unsuitability  of  his  son 
and  recalled  him,  although  John 
retained  his  title  as  Lord  of  Ire¬ 
land.  In  this  capacity  he  coined 
his  earliest  issues,  a  group  of 
silver  halfpennies  and  farthings 
minted  at  Dublin  and  Waterford. 


aware  of  his  youngest  son’s 
treachery  while  on  his  deathbed, 
and  found  the  discovery  so  dis¬ 
heartening  that  he  lost  interest  in 
preparing  his  soul  for  eternity. 

Throughout  Couer  -  de  -  Lion’s 
decade  upon  the  throne,  John  re¬ 
mained  at  home,  plotting  and 
scheming  and  doing  little  for  the 
good  of  the  nation — and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  legend,  making  life  difficult 
for  Robin  Hood  and  the  Sherwood 
Forest  gang. 

Richard  died  in  1199,  and  ought 
to  have  been  followed  by  Arthur 
of  Brittany,  son  of  the  late 
Geoffrey  and  grandson  of  Henry 
II.  John,  however,  realized  that 
he  would  never  become  King  of 
England  at  this  rate;  he  had 
already  watched  three  brothers 
and  a  father  predecease  him,  and 
he  had  no  intention  of  letting  a 
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A  Class  IV  Short-Cross  Penny  minted  at  Shrewsbury.  This  coin  is  variously  attrib 
uted  to  Richard  I  and  to  John. 


nephew  grab  off  the  crown.  Ignor¬ 
ing  the  rules  of  the  game,  he 
seized  the  throne  through  a  neat 
power  play,  convinced  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury  to  accept 
him  as  king,  and  ultimately  took 
young  Arthur  as  his  prisoner. 

This  much,  wjiile  surely  not 
cricket,  was  a  sort  of  maneuver 
not  exactly  unheard  of  at  the 
time.  But  John  overstepped  the 
bounds  of  bad  taste  by  having  the 
lad  abruptly  murdered.  This  act, 
which  probably  took  place  in  1202, 
cost  John  the  respect  of  many  of 
the  barons  who  had  not  had  cause 
to  despise  him  in  the  past.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  one  source,  John  had 
Arthur  blinded  immediately  after 
his  capture  and  the  jailer  subse¬ 
quently  drowned  him  in  the  sea. 
Another  story  had  it  that  John 
himself  murdered  Arthur  with  a 


dagger.  The  official  story  supplied 
by  the  court  held  that  Arthur  had 
died  in  a  fall  while  attempting  to 
escape,  and  it  was  this  explana¬ 
tion  which  Shakespeare  has  put 
forth  in  King  John. 

The  King  John  of  Shakespeare’s 
play,  incidentally,  is  not  at  all 
the  villain  one  might  expect.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  John  was 
very  favorably  regarded  in  Eliza¬ 
bethan  times,  when  his  bitter 
conflicts  with  Rome  and  with 
the  barons  were  equated  with 
strength  and  patriotism.  Eliza¬ 
bethan  England  reflected  the 
growing  power  of  the  monarchy 
and  the  spirit  of  the  English  Ref¬ 
ormation  in  viewing  John  in  a 
kinder  light  than  any  age  before 
or  since. 

John’s  entire  reign  was  marked 
by  disasters  abroad  and  strife  at 


Varieties  of  the  Class  V  Short-Cross  Pennies.  The  mints  of  issue  for  these  coins, 
from  left  to  right,  are  Norwich,  Chichester,  Lynn,  Rochester  and  Ipswich.  All  of  these 
pieces  were  struck  during  John’s  reign. 
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home.  Across  the  Channel,  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  much  of  Aquitaine 
was  lost  to  Phillip  Augustus  of 
France;  England  retained  only 
Gascony  and  a  part  of  Poitou  of 
all  the  Norman  and  Plantagenet 
overseas  dominions.  At  home, 
John’s  acute  incapacity  for  ad¬ 
ministration,  coupled  with  a  tal¬ 
ent  for  vacillation,  antagonized 


issued  by  his  father  and  his 
brother.  Richard  I  had  continued 
the  Short  -  Cross  Pennies  of 
Henry’s  reign,  retaining  the  late 
king’s  name  and  portrait,  and 
John  did  the  same.  While  it  is 
possible  to  attribute  coins  to 
John’s  reign  through  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  various  minute  points, 
John’s  Short-Cross  issues  do  not 


Two  Short-Cross  Pennies  coined  at  Rhuddlan.  The  Rhuddlan  issues  do  not  conform 
chronologically  to  other  issues  of  the  Short-Cross  type,  and  these  have  defied  accurate 
dating  for  many  years.  The  coin  on  the  left  was  probably  struck  before  1210  during 
John’s  reign.  The  coin  on  the  right  may  be  attributed  to  John  or  Henry  III. 


the  Church  and  drove  many  of 
the  barons  into  open  rebellion. 
The  Magna  Carta,  imposed  upon 
John  at  Runny mede  just  a  year 
before  his  death,  was  the  cul¬ 
mination  of  this  conflict  with  the 
nobility.  Although  the  barons  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  Great  Charter 
were  probably  interested  only  in 
protecting  their  own  class  from 
monarchial  abuses,  the  document 
signed  at  Runnymede  has  served 
as  a  warrant  to  all  Englishmen  of 
such  rights  as  trial  by  jury. 

The  Magna  Carta  did  not  end 
John’s  troubles,  however,  and  his 
reign  continued  as  before,  with 
new  French  wars  and  more  do¬ 
mestic  rebellion,  until  overindul¬ 
gence  in  peaches  and  new  cider 
brought  about,  on  October  19, 
1216,  a  death  which  one  may 
hardly  lament  as  premature.  His 
son  followed  him  on  the  throne 
as  Henry  III. 

The  coins  which  John  issued 
for  England  during  his  reign  are 
substantially  identical  to  those 


differ  in  any  marked  degree  from 
those  of  Henry  or  Richard. 

The  only  issues  with  John’s 
name  and  portrait  are  those 
struck  during  his  reign  for 
Ireland.  Pennies,  halfpennies  and 
farthings  were  minted  at  Dublin, 
Limerick  and  Waterford.  These 
pieces  show  the  King’s  bust  in 
a  triangle,  with  the  legend 
IOHANES  REX.  The  reverses 
show  similar  triangles  surrounded 
by  the  name  of  the  moneyer  and 
place  of  mintage,  and  containing 
various  symbols — a  crescent  and 
a  blazing  star  for  the  pennies,  a 
cross  and  a  crescent  for  the  half¬ 
pennies,  and  a  blazing  star  only 
for  the  farthings. 

Grasping,  impulsive,  treacher¬ 
ous,  short-sighted,  short,  fat,  and 
lecherous,  there  is  little  of  John 
that  would  stamp  him  with  the 
mark  of  a  hero.  His  most  gentle 
eulogist  might  mention  that  he 
loved  sport  and  good  food,  that 
he  was  a  rather  skillful  military 
strategist,  and  that  he  was  not 
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A  pair  of  Short-Cross  Pennies  struck  during  the  reign  of  John  or  that  of  Henry  III. 
Both  were  minted  at  Canterbury.  The  coin  on  the  right  is  the  Ornamental  Letters 
variety. 


quite  so  bad  a  man  and  king  some 
of  the  time  as  he  was  the  rest 
of  the  time. 

The  most  noxious  acts  he  per¬ 
petrated  were  ones  that  served  no 
practical  purpose  and  only  made 
him  more  an  object  of  hatred.  The 
murder  of  Arthur  of  Brittany  was 
one  such  instance,  and  John’s 
treatment  of  the  wife  and  child 
of  William  de  Braose,  a  rebellious 
baron,  was  another.  The  two  were 
seized  as  hostages,  and  a  contem¬ 
porary  account  explains  that — 

“When  the  King  returned  to 
England  he  imprisoned  Matilda 
de  Braose  and  her  son  William  in 
the  castle  of  Corfe;  they  were 
given  a  sheaf  of  oats  and  a  flitch 
of  raw  bacon;  this  was  all  the 
meat  they  were  allowed.  On  the 
eleventh  day  the  mother  was 
found  dead  between  the  knees  of 
her  son,  sitting  upright  except 
that  she  leaned  back  against  her 
son  like  a  dead  woman.  The  son 
was  dead  in  like  manner,  except 
that  he  was  lying  back  against 
the  wall;  and  his  cheeks  had  been 
gnawed  by  his  mother  in  her 
anguish.” 

Perhaps  John  thought  such 
odious  behavior  would  be  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  rebels.  More  likely  he 
simply  did  not  trouble  to  weigh 
the  consequences,  which  took  the 
form  of  an  upsurge  in  organized 
conspiracy. 

And  what  were  the  effects  of 
this  wretched  monarch  upon  his 


kingdom  ?  Actually  they  were  not 
so  bad  as  one  might  assume.  The 
territory  lost  on  the  Continent 
was  substantial,  but  history 
would  in  time  record  that  Eng¬ 
land  could  not  possibly  maintain 
extensive  lands  in  France,  and 
many  unnecessary  wars  would  be 
fought  to  test  the  hypothesis.  The 
loss  of  Normandy  in  John’s  reign 
cut  much  of  the  flow  of  immi¬ 
gration  of  French  persons  and 
French  culture  into  the  island 
kingdom,  and  helped  England  de¬ 
velop  a  valuable  insularity.  It 
would  have  been  best  if  John 
could  have  lost  all  of  the  lands 
across  the  Channel;  if  only  he 
had  been  a  poorer  soldier,  cen¬ 
turies  of  intermittent  warfare 
could  have  been  avoided. 

The  Charter  was  his  greatest 
gift,  however  grudgingly  it  was 
given.  Each  king  who  has  sus¬ 
pended  its  guarantees  has  served 
only  to  strengthen  the  document 
and  enlarge  its  significance  for  all 
of  England.  This  year,  its  750th 
birthday,  one  could  do  worse  than 
raise  a  glass  to  the  Magna  Carta 
if  not  to  the  dreary  man  who 
signed  it. 

*  *  * 

A  proposal  for  the  issuance  of 
a  joint  currency  for  Southern 
Rhodesia  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  was  entertained  by  the 
British  Parliament  in  1927  under 
the  terms  of  the  Af-Rhodesia  Act. 
No  favorable  action  was  taken. 
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The  Day  Northampton  Had  A  Mint 


by  K.  E.  Bressett 


The  story  about  the  day  when 
the  little  town  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts  had  a  mint  actu¬ 
ally  begins  in  California  in  1848. 
This,  you  will  recall,  was  the  year 
in  which  gold  was  discovered.  As 
soon  as  shipments  of  gold  anil 
stories  about  ‘’the  discoveries 
reached  New  England,  the  gold 
fever  began  to  spread  like  wild¬ 
fire.  The  topic  was  uppermost  in 
everyone’s  mind,  and  whenever 
three  or  more  people  got  togeth¬ 
er,  the  subject  of  gold  entered 
their  conversation. 

People  from  all  walks  of  life 
decided  to  leave  home  and  seek 
their  fortunes  in  California.  The 
usual  procedure  was  for  a  small 
group  of  people  to  get  together 
and  organize  a  mining  company. 
They  would  meet  at  some  local 
spot  and  discuss  plans  for  their 
proposed  company.  A  president, 
vice-president,  secretary,  treas¬ 
ure]’  and  board  of  directors  would 
be  chosen  and  plans  for  the  trip, 
whether  overland  or  by  sea,  would 
be  decided  upon.  The  desired 
number  of  members  would  be 
determined  and  then  through  per¬ 
sonal  solicitation  or  advertise¬ 
ment,  others  would  be  invited  to 
join  the  company. 

All  of  these  companies  were 
socialistic  in  their  nature  with 
each  of  the  members  paying  the 
same  assessments,  receiving  the 
same  treatment  and  sharing  in 
profits  equally.  The  price  of 


shares  or  assessments  varied 
from  $50  to  $100,  and  it  is  said 
that  no  group  of  able-bodied  men 
was  ever  deterred  from  going  to 
California  by  lack  of  funds. 

During  1849,  124  of  these  com¬ 
panies  were  organized  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  merchants  and  local 
supply  companies  were  having  a 
heyday.  All  sorts  of  provisions 
for  the  trips  were  in  great  de¬ 
mand,  and  one  writer  compared 
New  England  to  a  country  pre¬ 
paring  for  war. 

In  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  no  less  than  three  of  these 
companies  were  organized.  One 
was  called  the  Holyoke-North- 
ampton  Overland  Mining  Com¬ 
pany,  one  was  the  Massachusetts 
and  California  Company  and  the 
third,  the  Massachusetts  and  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gold  Company. 

There  are  many  existing  rec- 
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The  three  known  varieties  of  genuine  $5.00  gold  pieces 
struck  by  the  Massachusetts  and  California  Gold  Co. 


ords  pertaining  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  activities  of  the  first  two 
of  these  companies.  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  California  Company 
arrived  in  California  after  a 
rather  uneventful  sea  voyage,  and 
the  Holyoke-Northampton  Over¬ 
land  Mining  Company  apparently 
changed  their  plans  and  also  went 
by  sea  instead  of  making  the 
rugged  overland  trip.  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  California  Gold 
Company  reportedly  took  the 
overland  route  from  Northamp¬ 
ton,  but  no  existing  records  show 
whether  or  not  they  ever  arrived 
in  California.  This  company,  as 
we  shall  see  later,  was  the  firm 
responsible  for  coining  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  and  California  gold 
pieces. 

Of  the  many  companies  that 
left  Massachusetts  for  the  gold 
fields,  only  twenty-two  of  them 
took  the  overland  route.  The  other 
102  went  by  sea.  A  large  number 
of  the  companies  that  sailed  for 
California  owned  their  own  ships. 
These  were  mostly  old  ships  that 
were  never  again  used  for  trade 
and  this  gave  them  a  double  ad¬ 


vantage — the  prospectors  knew 
that  provisions  were  expensive  in 
California  and  by  carrying  suf¬ 
ficient  supplies  for  a  two-year 
stay,  they  could  support  them¬ 
selves  and  sell  part  of  their  cargo 
at  a  profit.  Extra  space  in  the 
vessel  could  be  filled  with  mining 
implements,  hardware,  lumber 
and  all  sorts  of  luxuries.  Some 
companies  even  carried  house 
frames,  and  many  of  them  carried 
patented  devices  for  separating 
gold  from  sand  and  gravel.  Most 
of  these  were  invented  by  men 
who  had  never  seen  placer  mining 
and  knew  nothing  about  what  was 
to  be  expected  in  the  gold  fields. 
They  also  planned  that  members 
of  the  company  could  live  on  ship 
and  travel  back  and  forth  daily 
to  the  gold  fields.  There  was  only 
one  thing  wrong  with  all  of  the 
elaborate  plans  that  these  com¬ 
panies  made  for  making  their 
fortune  in  California.  No  one  had 
the  slightest  idea  about  conditions 
there  or  what  was  to  be  expected. 

Almost  without  exception  each 
of  the  expeditions  ended  in  the 
same  dismal  failure.  As  soon  as 
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they  landed,  the  crews  and  men 
all  deserted  the  ships  and  headed 
for  the  gold  fields.  The  companies 
that  did  last  for  even  as  much  as 
a  week  found  that  the  ships  had 
to  be  moored  so  far  out  in  the 
harbor  that  it  was  impossible  to 
make  the  daily  trip.  The  social¬ 
istic  plan  was  also  a  failure,  since 
it  was  impossible  to  make  a  large 
number  of  men  work  for  a  com¬ 
mon  goal;  some  were  lazy,  some 
dissipated,  and  some  were  too 
sick  to  work.  They  all  soon  re¬ 
alized  that  it  was  better  to  split 
up  and  try  to  make  their  fortunes 
with  every  man  for  himself. 


Varieties  of  the  fantasy  pieces  struck  in  in 
gold  pieces.  Photo  of  the  first  variety  cou 


not  to  engage  in  gold  digging 
activities  about  which  they  knew 
little  or  nothing,  but  decided, 
rather,  to  capitalize  on  a  curious 
situation  which  plagued  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Despite  the  great  output  of  new 
gold  in  California,  there  was  a 
drastic  shortage  of  coined  money 
with  which  transactions  could  be 
made.  Customs  duties  had  to  be 
paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and 
although  all  sorts  of  foreign  coins 
were  in  circulation,  there  was  a 
desperate  need  for  a  mint  to  coin 
the  gold  into  an  acceptable  form. 
Gold  dust  and  nuggets  were  used 


itation  of  the  Massachusetts  and  California 
•tesy  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 


The  companies  who  took  the 
overland  route  fell  into  somewhat 
the  same  dilemma.  Their  major 
problem,  however,  was  in  bring¬ 
ing  an  excessive  amount  of  sup¬ 
plies  and  luxuries,  most  of  which 
had  to  be  abandoned  along  the 
way.  Their  hard  and  perilous  trip 
conditioned  them  for  the  rugged 
work  in  the  gold  fields,  however, 
and  more  of  these  hardy  souls 
survived  than  of  those  who  were 
softened  by  the  long  and  inactive 
sea  voyage. 

Credit  must  be  given  to  the 
Massachusetts  and  California 
Gold  Company  for  having  more 
insight  into  the  ways  of  making 
a  fortune  in  California  than  most 
of  the  other  organizations.  These 
men  from  Northampton  decided 


for  many  transactions,  and  later 
gold  bars  stamped  with  the 
weight  and  fineness  were  used, 
but  none  of  these  proved  a  satis¬ 
factory  substitute  for  coins.  Gold, 
which  had  a  value  of  $18.00  per 
ounce  in  coined  form,  was  sold  for 
$16.00  per  ounce  from  the  mines. 
The  miners  who  could  not  pay 
customs  duties  with  coins  were 
forced  to  use  their  gold  dust  as 
security  at  $10.00  per  ounce,  and 
if  this  gold  could  not  be  redeemed 
within  thirty  days  it  was  sold  at 
auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  In 
many  cases  miners  who  knew  that 
their  gold  was  worth  $18.00  per 
ounce  had  to  sit  by  and  see  it 
sold  for  $10.00  to  $12.00  per  ounce 
at  auction. 

The  Massachusetts  and  Cali- 
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fornia  Gold  Company  proposed  to 
establish  an  assay  office  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  buy  raw  gold  or  coin 
gold  from  the  miners  and  reap  a 
large  profit  from  seigniorage. 

Josiah  Hayden  was  president  of 
this  company  and  William  H. 
Hayden,  who  may  have  been  a 
relative,  was  a  Yale  graduate  and 
a  competent  assayer.  Together 
with  the  Rev.  Frederick  P.  Tracy, 
they  were  sent  to  California  to 
represent  the  company  and  estab¬ 
lish  their  operation.  Records  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  company  was  or¬ 
ganized  with  a  capital  of  $6,000, 
which  was  later  increased  to  $50,- 
000.  Contemporary  newspapers 
claim  that  the  organization  was 
given  the  sanction  of  the  United 
States  Government  to  establish 
their  mint  in  California.  No  gov¬ 
ernment  records,  however,  exist 
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to  confirm  this  statement. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  California  Gold 
Company  had  elaborate  plans  for 
their  mint.  They  estimated  that 
they  could  coin  an  average  of 
$10,000  worth  of  gold  per  day, 
and  based  on  the  average  output 
of  other  companies  that  did  strike 
gold,  this  would  mean  that  they 
would  need  at  least  three  pairs 
of  dies  in  operation  to  meet  this 
quota.  It  is  coincidental  that  ex¬ 
actly  three  pairs  of  dies  were 
prepared.  The  trial  strikings  from 
each  of  these  sets  of  dies  are  the 
coins  that  are  known  to  numis¬ 
matists  today.  Apparently,  on 
‘‘the  day  Northampton  had  a 
mint,”  these  dies  were  used  to 
coin  approximately  one  dozen 
pieces  in  gold,  silver  and  copper 
from  each  of  these  dies.  These 
coins  can  only  be  considered  trial 
or  experimental  pieces,  and  today 
are  held  in  such  high  regard  by 
collectors  that  the  few  remaining 
gold  pieces  are  worth  in  excess  of 
$5,000  each. 

Evidence  that  these  patterns 
were  struck  in  the  East  comes 
from  the  fact  that  the  gold  used 
was  heavily  alloyed  with  copper 
and  quite  unlike  the  California 
gold  which  is  alloyed  with  silver. 
There  are  also  contemporary 
newspaper  accounts  which  refer 
to  these  pieces  having  been  struck 
in  the  East.  Exactly  where  the 
coining  equipment  was  set  up  is 
problematical,  but  in  talking  with 
several  local  people,  they  all  seem 
to  agree  that  it  was  either  in 
Northampton  or  in  Haydenville, 
a  few  miles  from  there. 

By  the  time  Mr.  Tracy  and 
William  Hayden  arrived  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  it  was  late  in  the  year 
1849  and  several  private  mints 
had  started  coining  operations. 
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Unique  pattern  for  the  $10.00  Massachusetts  and  California  Co. 
gold  piece  struck  in  copper. 


Many  of  these  private  coins  were 
worth  somewhat  less  than  the 
value  indicated  on  them,  and  they 
soon  became  a’  source  of  an¬ 
noyance  rather  than  a  conven¬ 
ience  to  the  miners.  By  the  end  of 
1849,  or  early  in  1850,  the  private 
gold  coins  were  declared  illegal 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  close 
all  private  mints.  This  was  prob¬ 
ably  the  determining  factor  that 
prevented  the  Massachusetts  and 
California  Gold  Company  from 
ever  establishing  their  mint  in 
California.  There  is  nothing  to 
indicate  that  the  coining  equip¬ 
ment  ever  reached  its  destination 
or  that  coins  were  ever  struck  by 
this  company  in  the  West. 

Tracy  did  arrive  in  California 
and  there  are  many  existing  rec¬ 
ords  of  his  activities  as  a  lawyer, 
which  was  apparently  the  pro¬ 
fession  he  turned  to  when  the 
gold  venture  failed. 

The  five  dollar  gold  coins  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  California 
Gold  Company  are  probably  fa¬ 
miliar  to  m-ost  readers.  The  ob¬ 
verse  bears  a  coat  of  arms  with 
a  bear  and  deer  on  either  side  and 
the  word  “Alta”  below.  Of  the 
several  die  varieties,  approxi¬ 
mately  seven  or  eight  specimens 
are  known  in  gold  and  a  like  num¬ 
ber  in  silver  and  in  copper.  There 


are  at  least  two  patterns  in  cop¬ 
per  without  the  denomination  on 
the  reverse.  There  is  also  a  single 
known  specimen  of  a  ten  dollar 
pattern  struck  in  bronze.  A  speci¬ 
men  of  the  five  dollar  gold  piece 
was  first  noted  in  1851  when  one 
was  turned  into  the  United  States 
Assaying  Department  and  was 
subsequently  placed  in  the  na¬ 
tional  coin  collection.  No  speci¬ 
men  of  this  coinage  in  gold  ap¬ 
peared  for  public  sale  until  1929 
when  a  piece  brought  the  record 
price  of  $7,900.  Since  that  time, 
a  few  other  specimens  have  come 
to  light,  some  of  them  being  lo¬ 
cated  within  a  few  miles  of 
Northampton. 

These  coins  have  been  so  popu¬ 
lar  through  the  years  that  several 
counterfeit  pieces  have  been  pro¬ 
duced.  These  may  be  identified  by 
the  reverse  type  which  is  quite 
unlike  the  genuine  issue  in  that  it 
has  a  figure  5  instead  of  the  word 
‘five’  spelled  out.  In  addition,  the 
styling  of  the  date  is  quite  unlike 
the  earlier  issues.  These  struck 
copies  were  probably  made  for 
sale  to  Colonel  Green,  who  was 
one  of  the  wealthiest  collectors  of 
his  time.  They  were  subsequently 
sold  and  eventually  went  into  the 
collection  of  the  late  ex-King 
Farouk  of  Egypt. 
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Paper  Money  for  Siam  Made 
Under  Contract  with 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Engraving 

1946-1947 

by  I\eil  Shafer 


In  December  of  1945  the  Siamese  Government  made  an  urgent 
request  for  an  issue  of  paper  currency  to  be  made  at  or  through  the 
facilities  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing. 
While  this  request  was  readily  acceded  to,  the  Bureau  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  sub-conty;act  the  actual  printing  of  the  notes  since  its  own 
presses  were  inadequate  for  multi-color  printings.  Accordingly,  plates 
were  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Tudor  Press,  Inc.,  251  Causeway  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  for  lithographic  work  to  be  done  on  the  notes. 
The  Strathmore  Paper  Company  of  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts 
supplied  the  paper  for  this  currency.  All  printing  except  numbering 
was  actually  accomplished  by  the  Tudor  Press.  The  Flatbed  Section 
in  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  then  took  the  notes  and  numbered  them, 
in  black. 

The  inevitable  question  arose  somewhat  later  (actually  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  printing  of  Korean  currency  under  similar  conditions) 
as  to  just  why  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  could  not  perform  this  work 
itself.  Senator  Hugh  Butler  of  Nebraska  requested  an  explanation  on 
September  3,  1947  in  a  letter  to  Treasury  Secretary  John  W.  Snyder. 
The  answer,  written  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
as  follows: 

“September  15,  1947 

“The  lithographic  printing  of  the  currency  referred  to  in  your  letter 
is  being  performed  by  a  private  concern  under  contract  with  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  This  is  being  done  for  the  reason 
that  this  printing  could  not  be  performed  either  expeditiously  or  eco¬ 
nomically  on  any  equipment  in  that  Bureau.  The  face  of  the  currency 
is  printed  in  four  colors  in  one  operation.  The  equipment  of  the  Bureau 
is  limited  to  a  number  of  single-color  presses  and  one  two-color  press. 
However,  the  numbering  and  finishing  operations  on  the  currency  are 
executed  in  the  Bureau,  since  its  equipment  is  suitable  for  those 
purposes.” 


GENERAL  INFORMATION  REGARDING  DESIGN,  PRINTING 
AND  NUMBERING  OF  THE  SIAMESE  CURRENCY 

a.  Design:  The  face  design  employs  a  portrait  of  King  Ananda  as 
the  main  device.  The  back  shows  a  chalice,  centered. 
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b.  Size  of  Notes:  The  One,  Five  and  Ten  Baht  are  of  intermediate 
size,  4MF'  x  2%  ".  The  20  and  100  Baht  are  larger  size  nptes, 
approximating  standard  U.S.  size  of  2%"  x  6 Ms". 

c.  Colors  of  the  Notes:  The  various  denominations  contain  a  four- 
color  face  and  two-color  back,  as  follows: 

One  Baht — Face:  Green  overprint  with  blue,  green  and  purple  tints. 
Back:  Two  tones  of  Brown. 

Five  Baht — Face:  Blue  overprint,  with  blue,  green  and  purple  tints. 
Back:  Two  tones  of  Brown. 

Ten  Baht — Face:  Brown  overprint,  with  blue,  green  and  purple 
tints.  Back:  Two  tones  of  brown. 

20  Baht — Face:  Blue  overprint,  with  blue,  green  and  purple  tints. 
Back:  Two  tones  of  brown. 

100  Baht — Face:  Brown  overprint,  with  blue,  green  and  purple  tints. 
Back.  Two  tones  of  brown. 

d.  Subjects  per  sheet:  The  One,  F'ive  and  Ten  Baht  were  printed  in 
double  sheets  (140  subjects),  then  separated  into  70-subject  sheets. 
These  were  inventoried  as  70-subject  sheets.  The  20  and  100  Baht 
were  printed  in  double  sheets  (100  subjects)  and  then  separated 
into  50-subject  sheets.  They  were  counted  as  50-subject  sheets. 

e.  Serial  Numbers:  Each  note  is  serially  numbered  in  black  at  the 
lower  left  and  upper  right.  The  numbers  consist  of  eight  digits  and 
contain  prefix  and  suffix  letters. 

f.  Replacement  notes:  Notes  found  to  be  defective  were  replaced 
with  others  containing  the  same  prefix  letter  as  the  regular  issue, 
but  NO  suffix  letter.  These  replacement  notes  began  with  00000001 
and  ran  in  series  as  needed. 

g.  Designation  of  sheet  position  for  each  note:  Each  note  regardless 
of  denomination  bears  a  smaller  black  number  showing  its  posi¬ 
tion  on  a  sheet.  Thus,  notes  of  One,  Five  and  Ten  Baht  have  these 
position  numbers  from  1  to  70,  while  the  20  and  100  Baht  will  have 
position  numbers  from  1  to  50. 

h.  Layout  of  the  Sheets:  The  various  denominations  were  positioned 
as  follows: 


1,  5  and  10  Baht 


1 

6 

1 1 

16 

21 

26 

31 

2 

7 

12 

17 

22 

27 

32 

3 

8 

13 

18 

23 

28 

33 

4 

9 

14 

19 

24 

29 

34 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

36 

41 

46 

51 

56 

61 

66 

37 

42 

47 

52 

57 

62 

67 

38 

43 

48 

53 

58 

63 

68 

39 

44 

49 

54 

59 

64 

69 

40 

45 

50 

55  CO 

65 

70 

20  and  100  Baht 


1 

6 

1 1 

16 

21 

2 

/ 

12 

17 

22 

3 

8 

13 

18 

23 

4 

9 

14 

19 

24 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

26 

31 

36 

41 

46 

27 

32 

37 

42 

47 

28 

33 

38 

43 

48 

29 

34 

39 

44 

49 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 
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THE  ISSUE  OF  SIAMESE  CURRENCY  1 946-1947 

There  were  five  denominations  of  Siamese  currency  prepared  an  1 
delivered  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  in  Bangkok  during  1946  and  1947. 
The  total  cost  to  the  Government  of  Siam  for  the  entire  lot  was 
$585,602.30.  All  notes  except  the  100  Baht  denomination  were  printed 
with  the  signature  of  the  Minister  of  Finance.  It  is  believed  this  issue 
of  currency  saw  only  limited  circulation  because  of  the  mysterious 
death  of  King  Ananda  in  1946  and  the  political  unrest  that  followed. 


Denomination 

Serial 

Num  bers 

Notes 

Delivered 

Dates  of 
Delivery 

One  Baht 

A00000001 A 
A50400000C 

250,400,000 

June  26,  1946 
Nov.  26,  1946 

Five  Baht 

• 

B00000001 A 
B30240000A 

30,240,000 

June  26,  1946 
Sept.  23,  1946 

Ten  Baht 

C00000001 A 
C20160000A 

20,160,000 

June  26,  1946 
Feb.  27,  1947 

20  Baht 

D00000001 A 
D15200000A 

15,200,000 

June  26,  1946 
Feb.  27,  1947 

100  Baht 

E00000001 A 

El  1000000 A 

11,000,000 

June  26,  1946 
Feb.  27,  1947 

Foreign  Coins  Struck 
at  the  Netherlands 

Mint  in  Utrecht 

by  F.  J.  Bingen 


The  Netherlands  Mint  in  Utrecht  had  until  1920  a  very  constant  pro¬ 
gram.  Domestic  coin  requirements  so  closely  approximated  the  mint’s 
productive  capacity  as  to  rule  out  the  production  of  coins  for  foreign 
governments.  In  1920,  however,  conditions  changed.  The  postwar  reduc¬ 
tion  of  silver  in  Netherlands  coins  from  .900  to  .720  fine  met  with 
considerable  obstruction  in  Parliament.  From  1921  to  1924  (at  which 
time  the  mintage  of  silver  coins  was  entirely  suspended),  only  forty 
million  silver  coins  were  minted  for  the  Netherlands.  Coins  of  the  new 
composition,  .720  silver  and  .280  copper,  were  not  minted  in  full  swing 
until  1928. 

As  a  result,  the  mint  was  unable  to  operate  at  capacity  from  1920 
to  1927,  and  the  mintmaster,  Dr.  C.  Hoitsema,  tried  to  obtain  orders 
for  the  striking  of  foreign  coins.  He  succeeded  only  in  Danzig  and 
Poland. 

After  1928  the  program  of  recoinage  for  the  Netherlands  became 
very  heavy  and  no  foreign  orders  could  be  accepted.  There  was  a  small 
coinage  of  Maria  Theresa  thalers  in  1939,  but  the  outbreak  of  hos¬ 
tilities  prevented  delivery  of  the  coins  and  they  were  melted  down. 
After  World  War  II,  the  Utrecht  Mint  struck  coins  for  Indonesia  in 
1951  and  1952.  Lebanon  followed  in  1953  and  Uruguay  in  1955.  Since 
1958,  the  Netherlands  Mint  has  struck  several  commemorative  coins 
for  Israel. 


Annual  Production  Figures 


The  annual  production  of  foreign 


1923  .  4,020,000 

1924  .  46,318,000 

1925  .  114,000 

1939  .  116,050 

1951  . 450,000,000 

1952  . 400,000,000 

1953  .  14,400,000 
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coins  at  Utrecht  is  as  follows: 


1955  .  10,000,000 

1958  .  102,000 

1959  .  105,000 

1960  .  20,000 

1961  .  80,000 

1962  .  45,500 

1963  .  15,500 
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A  total  of  925,336,050  coins  have  been  minted  to  date  for  foreign 
governments.  The  breakdown  by  country  and  type  is  as  follows: 


Austria  . 

.  116,050 . 

. 1  type 

Danzig  . 

.  6,452,000 . 

. 4  types 

Indonesia  . 

. 850,000,000 . 

. 5  types 

Israel  . 

.  368,000 . . 

. 8  types 

Lebanon  . 

.  14,400,000 . 

. 2  types 

Poland  . 

.  44,000,000 . . 

. 2  types 

Uruguay  . 

.  10,000,000 . 

. 1  type 

Twenty-three  coin  types  were  thus  struck  for  various  foreign  gov¬ 
ernments.  Of  these,  one  of  the  Israeli  coins  was  issued  with  two  dates, 
thus  creating  a  total  of  twenty-four  date  and  type  varieties  in  this 
series. 

FOREIGN  COINS  STRUCK  AT  THE  NETHERLANDS  MINT 
Cs  RIJKS  MUNT)  IN  UTRECHT 

The  Y-numbers  in  the  listing  below  refer  to  entries  in  A  Catalog  of 
Modern  World  Coins,  sixth  edition,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman. 

AUSTRIA 


Y  55  Maria  Theresa  Thaler,  silver,  1780  .  116,050 

Composition:  .833  silver,  .167  copper.  Struck  in  1939  with  dies 
made  at  the  Netherlands  Mint.  These  coins  bore  no  mint  mark, 
and  were  in  no  way  distinguishable  from  those  struck  at  such 
other  mints  as  Birmingham-Heaton,  Brussels,  London,  Rome 
and  Vienna.  They  were  never  delivered,  but  were  melted  down 
after  war  was  declared. 


DANZIG 


Y  11  V2  Gulden,  silver,  1923  .  1,000,500 

Y  12  1  Gulden,  silver,  1923  .  3,500,500 
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Y  13  2  Gulden,  silver,  1923  .  1,250,500 

Y  14  5  Gulden,  silver,  1923  .  700,500 


Composition:  .750  silver,  .250  copper.  The  dies  for  these  coins 
were  made  by  the  Berlin  diesinker  Kullrich.  The  coins  bear  no 
mint  mark.  Although  all  of  the  coins  were  dated  1923,  some 
were  struck  the  following  year  as  well.  The  V2  Gulden  and  the  5 
Gulden  were  restruck  in  1927  at  the  Berlin  Mint. 


Y  1 


Y  2 


Y  3 

Y  4 


D 


INDONESIA 


1  Sen,  aluminum,  1952 


5  Sen,  aluminum,  1951 


10  Sen,  aluminum,  1951 
25  Sen,  aluminum,  1952 


50  Sen,  copper-nickel,  1952 


100,000,009 


200,000,000 


250,000,000 

200,000,000 


100,000,000 
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Composition:  Y  1-4,  .985  aluminum,  .015  magnesium;  Y  5,  .850 
copper,  .150  nickel.  All  of  these  coins  bear  a  caduceus  as  a  mint 
mark  and  a  fish  as  the  mark  of  the  mintmaster,  Dr.  J.  W.  van 
Hengel. 

The  1954  5  Sen,  without  mint  mark  or  mintmaster  mark,  was 
struck  in  Stuttgart  in  an  issue  of  50,000,000.  In  the  same  year, 
10  Sen  coins  were  struck  at  Hamburg  and  Munich,  50,000,000  at 
each  mint;  marks  were  omitted  and  separation  of  the  mints  in¬ 
volved  is  impossible.  The  writer  has  never  seen  an  example  of 
the  1954  50  Sen  coin,  although  the  piece  is  listed  in  the  Brown 
Book. 


ISRAEL 

Y  16  5  Pounds,  silver,  5718 — 1958  .  102,000 

Y  19  1  Pound,  copper-nickel,  5720 — 1960  .  105,000 


Y  27  1  Pound,  copper-nickel,  5720 — 1960  .  20,000 

Y  28  5  Pounds,  silver,  5721 — 1961  .  25,000 


Y  29  V2  Pound,  eopper-nickel,  5721  (1961)  .  25,000 

Same  as  above,  but  dated  5722  (1962)  .  30,000 

Y  30  1  Pound,  copper-nickel,  5721 — 1961  .  30,000 

Y  31  5  Pounds,  silver,  5722 — 1962  .  15,500 

Y  38  1  Pound,  copper-nickel,  5723 — 1963  .  15,500 


Composition:  copper-nickel,  .750  copper,  .250  nickel;  silver,  .900 
silver,  .100  copper.  These  coins  bear  no  mint  marks.  Y  19,  al¬ 
though  dated  1960,  was  struck  in  1959. 
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LEBANON 


Y  16  25  Piastres,  aluminum-bronze,  1952  .  7,200,000 


Y  17  50  Piastres,  silver,  1952  .  7,200,000 

Composition:  Y  16,  .910  copper,  .090  aluminum;  Y  17,  .720 
silver,  .280  copper.  The  caduceus  mint  mark  appears  on  the  re¬ 
verse  below  the  date.  These  coins,  while  dated  1952,  were  struck 
in  1953. 

In  1961  the  25  Piastres  coin  was  restruck  with  the  1961  date 
at  the  Swiss  Mint  in  Bern.  The  caduceus  was  erroneously  placed 
on  these  coins  although  they  were  not  struck  at  Utrecht. 

LUXEMBURG 

The  following  coins  were  struck  for  Luxemburg  with  the  caduceus 
mint  mark  and  with  a  sword  as  the  mark  of  mintmaster  H.  A.  van  den 
Wall  Bake.  They  were  not  struck  at  Utrecht,  however,  but  at  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Mint  in  Brussels. 


Y  1  2  Y2  Centimes,  bronze,  1854  .  640,000 

Same,  1870  .  209,880 

Same,  1901  .  800,000 

Same,  1908  .  400,000 

Y  2  5  Centimes,  bronze,  1854  .  680,000 

Same,  1870  .  303,900 
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Y  3  10  Centimes,  bronze,  1854  .  500,000 

Same,  1870  .  1,313,050 


Composition:  .950  copper,  .040  tin,  .010  zinc. 


POLAND 


Y  12  20  Groszy,  nickel,  1923  .  30,000,000 

Y  13  50  Groszy,  nickel,  1923  .  14,000,000 


Composition:  pure  nickel.  The  dies  for  these  coins,  which  bear 
no  mint  marks,  were  furnished  by  the  Polish  government.  Al¬ 
though  all  pieces  bear  the  1923  date,  no  pieces  were  issued  in 
that  year.  The  bulk  of  the  issue  was  struck  in  1924,  with  114,000 
pieces  of  Y  12  struck  in  1925. 


URUGUAY 


Y  32  20  Centavos,  silver,  1954  .  10,000,000 

Composition:  .720  silver,  .280  copper.  These  coins  bear  no  mint 
mark.  The  entire  issue  was  struck  in  1955  with  the  date  1954. 
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ADVERTISING  RATES 


1  TIME 

6  TIMES 

12  TIMES 

Full  Page  . 

. $75.00 . 

. $71.25... 

. $67.50 

Covers — Front  and  Back  (Inside)  .... 

.  86.25 . 

.  81.94... 

.  77.63 

Half  Page  . 

....  38.00 . 

.  36.10... 

.  34.20 

Quarter  Page  . 
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Sergio  Torres  Martinez 

Apar+ado  Postal  7392 
Mexico  I ,  D.F. 

MEXICAN  1965 
MINT  SET 

l£,  5 0,  20#,  50#,  I  Peso 
(In  colored  holder) 

1  Set:  $1.25 
10  Sets:  $6.00 
50  Sets:  $26.00 

All  kinds  of  Colonial,  Republican, 
Revolutionary  and  20th  Century's 
Coins  and  Medals. 

Correspondence  in  English 
Personal  checks  from  A.N.A.  and 
A.N.S.  members  acceptable. 


We  are  distributors  of  Coin 
&  Stomp  supplies  featur¬ 
ing  the  complete  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 
COIN  &  STAMP 
COMPANY  LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

49  Queen  St.  E. 
Toronto  1,  Canada 

Established  1949 


★  ★  ★ 

Journal  Back  Issues 

BACK  ISSUES  OF  THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL  ARE  NOT  INDIVIDUALLY 
AVAILABLE.  AS  A  SPECIAL  SERVICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS,  A  NUMBER  OF  COMPLETE  SETS  OF 

Volume  One — January  through  December  of  1964 — are  presently  available. 
Readers  who  missed  these  early  issues  now  have  the  opportunity  to  add  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  the  magazine’s  first  twelve  issues  to  their  libraries. 

Sets  are  packed  in  individual  sturdy  shipping  cartons  which  serve  as  convenient 
and  orderly  library  cases  for  the  magazines.  The  1964  Volume  will  be  available 
at  $4.00  postpaid  until  our  stocks  are  depleted.  No  requests  for  individual  back 
numbers  of  the  Journal  can  be  filled. 

Mail  $4  Remittance  To — 

WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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THE  COINAGES  OF  NEW  FRANCE 


French  exploration  in  Canada 
began  with  Cartier’s  discovery  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  River  in  1534, 
but  colonization  did  not  begin 
until  Champlain  founded  Quebec 
in  1608.  Quebec  became  the  seat 
of  government  of  New  France,  as 
the  infant  colony  was  called,  and 
from  this  center  French  explorers 
and  missionaries  spread  their  in¬ 
fluence  into  the  interior  as  far  as 
the  Great  Lakes  by  1660.  The 
colony  was  under  the  rule  of  a 


1670 


pany,  enjoying  the  fur  monopoly 
in  Canada,  found  it  necessary  to 
have  coins  in  dealing  with  the 
settlers  at  Quebec.  The  King  in 
1670  authorized  the  issue  of  silver 
pieces  of  15  and  5  sols  for  use  in 
New  France,  Acadia,  and  the 
West  Indies.  These  are  the  first 
Canadian  coins.  Though  they 
show  the  king’s  bust  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  the  arms  of  France  on 
the  reverse,  they  were  not  meant 
to  circulate  in  France.  In  place  of 


5  sols. 


private  company  until  1660.  The 
arrangement  was  unsatisfactory, 
too  little  attention  being  given  to 
settlement,  and  there  was  almost 
constant  war  with  the  Indians.  In 
1660  the  rights  of  the  company 
were  taken  over  by  the  French 
crown,  and  a  military  force  sent 
out  to  pacify  the  Indians.  In  1662 
a  colonial  government  was  set  up 
and  settlement  was  encouraged. 
By  1670  the  need  for  a  coinage 
was  felt. 

The  French  West  India  Com- 


the  usual  SIT  NOMEN  DOMINI 
BENEDICTUM  of  the  French 
coinage,  they  bore  the  legend 
GLORIAM  REGNI  TUI  DICENT 
on  the  reverse.  This  legend  is  a 
quotation  from  Psalm  119,  which 
means,  “They  shall  speak  of  the 
glory  of  thy  kingdom.”  It  is  a 
reference  to  French  prestige  and 
the  personal  magnificence  of  the 
king.  A  copper  double  was  to  have 
been  struck  at  Nantes  at  the  same 
time  for  New  France,  but  the 
orders  were  never  carried  out.  A 
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1610  20  Deniers,  Paris  Mint. 


few  patterns  struck  at  Paris  are 
known,  and  are  extremely  rare. 

Of  the  silver  pieces  the  15  sols 
is  the  rarer.  The  issue  of  the 
silver  coins  was  small,  and  most 
of  the  coins  were  eventually  ex¬ 
ported.  In  an  effort  to  keep  them 
circulating-  in  New  France,  the 
Sovereign  Council  raised  their 
value  by  a  third  in  1672,  but  in 
vain.  Within  five  years  after  1670 
they  were  very  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween. 

Before  going  further,  it  is 
necessary  to  discuss  the  old 
French  monetary  system  and  ex¬ 
plain  some  of  the  terms  used. 
Under  the  old  system  twelve  cop¬ 
per  deniers  equalled  a  copper  sol 
or  sou,  and  twenty  sols  made  a 
livre.  The  term  livre  was  the 
name  for  the  unit  of  accounting. 
The  silver  coin  equal  to  it  in  value 
was  called  either  a  franc  or  a 
louis  d’argent.  The  double  was  a 
copper  coin  of  two  deniers.  A 
silver  ecu  was  a  crown  sized  coin 
originally  worth  three  livres  and 
the  gold  louis,  or  louis  d’or,  worth 
ten  livres.  Repeated  financial 
manipulations  to  create  money  for 


the  many  wars  waged  by  Louis 
XIV  were  responsible  for  many 
revaluations  of  the  larger  coins. 
By  1683  the  ecu  was  worth  four 
livres,  and  by  1726  it  was  finally 
fixed  at  six.  The  louis  d’or  doubled 
in  value  before  1700,  rising  to  a 
high  point  of  thirty-six  livres  in 
1718  before  being  fixed  at  twenty- 
four  in  1726. 

In  1683  the  government  of  New 
France,  alarmed  at  the  increasing 
number  of  Spanish  dollars  and 
subdivisions  circulating  illegally, 
ordered  that  they  were  to  be 
countermarked  to  pass  current  at 
four  livres  for  a  dollar  of  full 
weight.  The  countermark  was  a 
fleur  de  lys,  accompanied  in  the 
case  of  underweight  coins  by  a 
Roman  numeral  to  indicate  any 
deficiency.  The  valuations  were  as 
follows: 

Subdivisions  of  the  dollar  were 
similarly  countermarked  to  pass 
at  proportionate  values.  Any  coins 
deficient  by  more  than  25%  were 
taken  out  of  circulation.  No  speci¬ 
mens  of  these  coins  are  known  to 
exist  today.  Presumably  they 
either  were  exported  in  the  course 


VALUES  OF  COUNTERMARKED  DOLLARS 

Full  weight 

Fleur  de  lys 

4  livres 

6%  %  light 

Fleur  de  lys  and  T 

3  livres  15  sols 

12Vz%  light 

Fleur  de  lys  and  II 

3  livres  10  sols 

18%%  light 

Fleur  de  lys  and  III 

3  livres  5  sols 

25%  light 

Fleur  de  lys  and  IITT 

3  livres 
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of  trade  or  withdrawn  when  the 
next  shipment  of  French  coins 
arrived. 

In  1685  the  first  Canadian  paper 
money  was  issued  as  an  emer¬ 
gency  measure.  To  meet  the  pay 
demands  of  the  garrison  at  Que¬ 
bec,  the  Intendant  authorized  the 


colony  was  stopped  during  the 
Seven  Years’  War.  The  notes  out¬ 
standing  at  the  time  of  the  British 
conquest  were  never  redeemed. 

After  1700  a  need  for  small 
change  arose.  The  earliest  at¬ 
tempts  to  meet  this  demand  were 
made  in  the  shipment  of  billon 


A  6  Deniers  of  1717. 


printing  of  notes  on  the  backs  of 
playing  cards  in  denominations 
necessary  to  pay  the  troops,  and 
ordered  the  people  to  honour 
these  until  such  time  as  they 
could  be  redeemed.  The  following 
year  the  entire  issue  was  fully 
redeemed  in  coin  and  destroyed. 
However,  a  dangerous  precedent 
had  been  established.  Later  gov¬ 
ernments  resorted  to  card  money 
again  and  again  to  meet  expenses, 
and  soon  they  attempted  to  solve 
everything  by  means  of  the  print¬ 
ing  press.  Over-issue  created  in¬ 
flation,  and  the  card  money 
became  worthless  when  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  expenses  of  the 


pieces  of  30  deniers  and  15  de¬ 
niers  to  New  France.  These  coins 
were  struck  from  1709  to  1713  for 
use  in  France,  and  were  sent  to 
Canada  after  1715.  The  30  deniers 
came  to  be  known  as  a  “mous- 
quetaire.”  Its  value  was  altered 
several  times,  finally  being  fixed 
at  18  deniers  in  1744.  The  obverse 
of  both  coins  bears  two  L’s  back 
to  back,  surmounted  by  a  crown, 
with  three  fleurs  de  lys.  The  re¬ 
verse  shows  a  Greek  cross  with 
fleurs  de  lys  in  the  angles,  with 
the  value.  Both  denominations 
are  rare. 

In  1717  an  issue  of  copper  pieces 
of  six  and  twelve  deniers  was  or- 


A  9  Deniers  of  1721  struck  at  La  Rochelle. 
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Billon  sous  Marques  of  24  and  12  deniers. 


dered  for  New  France  from  the 
Perpignan  mint.  Unfortunately 
the  copper  available  at  the  mint 
was  of  such  poor  quality  that  it 
was  impossible  to  fill  the  order. 
Only  a  few  of  each  were  struck. 
A  further  attempt  was  made  in 

1720,  but  was  abandoned  for  the 
same  reason.  These  coins  bear  the 
bust  of  Louis  XV  on  the  obverse, 
with  the  value,  date,  and  the  word 
COLONIES  with  the  mint  mark  Q 
on  the  reverse.  All  are  extremely 
rare,  the  6  deniers  of  1720  being 
especially  so. 

In  1721  the  mints  of  Rouen,  La 
Rochelle,  Bordeaux,  and  Nantes 
were  ordered  to  strike  copper 
pieces  of  414,  9,  and  18  deniers  for 
New  France.  Only  the  9  deniers 
was  ever  struck,  and  only  from 
Rouen  and  La  Rochelle.  La 
Rochelle  (H  mint  mark)  struck 
the  bulk  of  the  issue  in  1721  and 
1722,  Rouen  (B)  striking  only  in 

1721.  The  total  issue  was  534,000 
pieces.  The  obverse  shows  a  crown 
over  two  crossed  L’s  with  the 
legend  SIT  NOMEN  DOMINI 
BENEDICTUM.  The  reverse 
reads  COLONIES  FRANCOISES 
with  the  date  and  mint  mark.  The 
coins  circulated  with  difficulty, 
the  governor  advising  in  1723 
that  only  8,180  pieces  had  been 
issued.  The  unissued  remainder 
were  returned  to  France  in  1726. 

In  1738  an  extensive  issue  of 
billon  pieces  of  12  and  24  deniers 
began  for  use  in  France,  almost 


every  mint  in  France  producing 
them.  The  24  deniers  is  by  far  the 
commoner,  it  being  issued  nearly 
every  year  after  1738  till  the 
death  of  the  king  in  1774.  Enor¬ 
mous  quantities  were  shipped  to 
New  France,  where  they  came  to 
be  known  as  marques  or  sous 
marques.  They  circulated  at  12 
and  24  deniers  until  1744,  when 
their  values  were  reduced  to  9  and 
18  deniers.  In  view  of  the  large 
numbers  of  the  larger  coin  in 
existence  today,  it  is  overvalued. 

France  lost  all  her  colonies  on 
the  mainland  of  North  America 
during  the  Seven  Years’  War, 
New  France  being  ceded  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  Louisiana  to  Spain.  In 
1764  the  British  government  at 
Quebec  expressed  the  value  of 
the  French  coins  in  terms  of  Eng¬ 
lish  money.  The  livre  was  valued 
at  a  shilling,  and  the  ecu  or  crown 
at  six  shillings,  which  was  also 
the  value  given  to  the  Spanish 
dollar.  The  billon  24  deniers  of 
1738  was  allowed  to  pass  for  a 
farthing.  In  1777  the  value  of  the 
Spanish  dollar  was  fixed  at  five 
shillings,  and  the  French  ecu  went 
for  the  same  value.  This  value 
prevailed  throughout  the  British 
colonial  period  until  decimal  cur¬ 
rency  was  adopted  in  Canada  in 
1858. 


The  1937  Australian  Crown  was  struck 
to  commemorate  the  Coronation  of 
King  George  VI. 
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lawans 


(Continued  from  June) 


SYD  599  MARCUS  LUCILIUS 
RUFUS 
(100-95  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Roma  hd.  Rev.,  Victory 
in  biga 


This  moneyer  is  known  to  us 
only  from  his  coins.  The  legend, 
PV,  seems  to  mean  PUBLICE,  in 
other  words  that  it  was  public 
money.  Obviously,  all  money  was 
for  public  use  so  the  legend  seems 
to  be  redundant.  However  we  are 
able  to  think  of  instances  of 
legends  on  our  own  money  which 
seem  to  take  great  pains  to  de¬ 
scribe  it  as  money  ...  or  to  re¬ 
peat  many  times  the  value  of  that 
money. 


SYD  592  QUINTUS  MINUCIUS 
THERMUS  M.F. 

(96-95  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Mars.  Rev.,  Two 
soldiers  fighting,  one  protects  a 
fallen  comrade 


The  identity  of  this  moneyer  is 
not  known.  Of  the  two  fighters  we 
see  on  the  reverse,  the  one  with  a 
horned  helmet  is  a  barbarian,  the 
other  a  Roman  who  is  protecting 
his  fallen  companion.  Possibly  all 
of  this  represents  the  activities  of 
an  ancestor  of  this  moneyer  who 
had  the  same  name  and  who  was 
consul  in  193  B.C.  He  was  said  to 
have  been  a  particularly  brave 
man  and  had  enjoyed  military 
success  over  the  Ligurians  of 
northern  Italy. 


SYD  589  CAIUS  FABIUS  C.F. 
(96-95  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Cybele.  Rev., 
Victory  in  biga  and  bird 

Fabius  is  known  only  from  his 
coins.  On  the  reverse  we  see  a 
bird  which  has  variously  been 
called  a  stork,  a  heron  or  a  hawk. 
Although  conjectural,  the  most 
fascinating  theory  prefers  to  call 
the  bird  a  hawk  because  a  hawk 
in  Latin  is  buteo  and  this  gens, 
although  apparently  not  this 
moneyer,  used  Buteo  as  a  cogno¬ 
men.  It  is  said  that  this  gens 
adopted  the  cognomen  because 
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such  a  bird  settled  himself  upon  a 
ship  of  an  ancestor  of  .  this 
moneyer  who  was  on  his  way  to 
Sicily  to  lay  siege  to  that  island 
during  the  second  Punic  War.  The 
appearance  of  Cybele  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  marks  a  departure  from  the 
Roma  type  head.  Perhaps  Cybele 
was  the  guardian  goddess  of  this 
gens. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
As. 


SYD  603  LUCIUS 

CALPURNIUS  PISO: 
QUINTUS  SERVILIUS 
CAEPIO  (96-94  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Saturn.  Rev.,  Two 
seated  figures  (Caepio  &  Piso?)  Corn 
ear  on  each  side 

One  authority  has  stated  that 
this  interesting  coin  was  struck  as 
a  result  of  the  passage  of  a  law 
which  enabled  the  people  to  pur¬ 
chase  corn  at  the  price  of  5/6  of 
an  As  per  modius  (a  corn  measure 
equal  to  about  a  peck).  However, 
since  this  law  was  passed  in  100 
B.C.  and  since  Caepio  was  city 
praetor  at  the  time  and  violently 
opposed  to  the  law  it  seems  doubt¬ 
ful  that  he  would  have  been  chosen 
to  issue  coins  in  support  of  the 
measure.  In  addition,  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  that  the  law  actually  was  car¬ 
ried  out.  That  the  coin  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  issue,  however,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  for  the  reverse  legend 
AD  FRV  EMV  (Ad  Frumentum 
Emundum)  tells  us  that  it  was 
struck  “to  purchase  corn.”  The  de¬ 
cree  of  the  senate,  EX  S.C.,  also 
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on  the  reverse,  apparently  refers 
to  the  special  issue  of  the  coinage 
rather  than  to  the  corn  supply. 
Caepio  seems  to  have  been  the  son 
of  the  consul  of  the  same  name  of 
106  B.C.  The  son  (this  moneyer) 
was  accused  of  treason  and  took 
part  in  the  Social  War  as  the 
legate  of  the  consul  P.  Rutilius 
Lupus.  He  was  ambushed  and 
slain  by  the  Italian  leader,  Pom- 
paedius  Silo.  His  colleague  of  the 
mint  .  .  .  also  a  quaestor  as  the 
letter  Q.  tells  us  on  the  obverse  of 
the  coin  .  .  .  seems  to  have  been 
the  son  of  another  consul  (of  the 
year  112  B.C.)  who  had  the  same 
name. 


SYD  594  LUCIUS  CASSIUS 
CAEICIANUS 
(93  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Ceres. 
Rev.,  Oxen  yoked 


Although  this  moneyer  is  known 
only  from  his  coins  it  seems  likely 
that  this  denarius  refers  to  some 
colonizing  effort  on  the  part  of  an 
ancestor,  for  both  Ceres  on  the 
obverse  and  the  oxen  on  the  re¬ 
verse  are  not  unusual  symbols  for 
the  establishment  and  success  of 
a  new  colony. 

SYU  593  LUCIUS  JULIUS  L.F. 
CAESAR  (94  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Mars.  Rev.,  Venus 
Genetrix  in  chariot  drawn  by  Cupids. 
She  holds  scepter  &  lyre 
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Probably  this  Caesar  was  the 
same  who  became  consul  in  64 
B.C.,  and  who  was  one  of  the  pros¬ 
ecutors  in  the  famous  trial  of 
Catiline  and  his  fellow  conspira¬ 
tors.  It  also  seems  likely  that  he 
served  with  Julius  Caesar  in  Gaul 
in  52  B.C.  as  his  legate.  The  re¬ 
verse  with  Venus  upon  it  is  indi¬ 
cative  of  the  claim  of  the  Julia 
gens  to  have  descended  from  that 
great  goddess. 

SYD  604  PUBLIUS 

CORNELIUS 
LENTULUS 
MARCELLI  F. 

(96-94  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Hercules.  Rev., 
Roma  standing  crowned  by  Genius 
holding  cornucopia 

If  this  moneyer  is  the  person 
Cicero  speaks  about  in  one  of  his 
works,  then  Lentulus  was  a  legate 
of  Pompey’s  in  his  war  against 
the  pirates.  He  was  also  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  been  more  than  an 
average  orator.  The  meaning  of 
the  coin  is  not  known. 

SYD  595  CAIUS  ALLIUS  BALA 
(93  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Diana  (?).  Rev., 
Diana  in  biga  of  stags,  holding 
torch  &  spear 

Allius  Bala  is  known  to  us  only 
from  his  coins.  This  coin,  however, 
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probably  refers  to  the  annual  fes¬ 
tival  held  in  honor  of  Diana  who 
appears  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin 
and,  possibly,  on  the  obverse.  It 
will  be  noted  that  she  carries  a 
torch  as  she  rides  in  her  biga  and 
torch  races  were  held  as  a  part  of 
the  festival.  Perhaps  an  ancestor 
of  this  moneyer  had  something  to 
do  with  these  festivals. 

8 YD  596  MARCUS  PORCIUS 
CATO  (93-91  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Female  bust  (Libertas?) 

Rev.,  Victory  holding  palm  branch 
and  libation  dish 

It  is  not  certain  who  this 
moneyer  was  although  many  sug¬ 
gestions  have  been  advanced.  If 
the  head  on  the  obverse  is  that  of 
Libertas  then  this  might  be  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  advance  of  liberty 
and  freedom  effected  by  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  lex  Julia,  the  Julian 
law.  The  reverse  might  be  an 
allusion  to  the  temple  consecrated 
to  Victory  by  an  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer,  Cato  the  Ancient. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quinarius. 


SYD  607  LUCIUS  POMPONIUS 
MOLO  (93-91  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Apollo.  Rev., 
Numa  Pompilius  holding  staff 
(lituus),  about  to  sacrifice  goat 
held  by  youth 

We  know  nothing  about  this 
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REGENT  ARRIVALS 
IN  MODERN  FOREIGN 


British  Honduras  1964,  I,  5,  lOtf  unc.  1.00 

Bermuda  crown,  1964,  unc . . .  2.00 

10  for .  . . . 16.50 

Czechoslovakia  10  kr  1964  commem., 


France  1964  mint  set,  in  special  en¬ 
velope  as  issued  by  French  mint, 

unc.  . . 7.50 

Netherlands  Antilles  l'/iG  (crown) 

unc . . . 3.00 

Philippines  5,  10,  25,  50tf  1964  Lon¬ 
don,  unc .  1.25 

Romania  5b  1963  xf;  15b  I960  unc.; 


Sierra  Leone  */2 ,  I,  10,  20tf  unc.; 

5tf  vf  set  .  1.75 

Yugoslavia  1963,  I,  2,  5,  10  dinars, 

new  revised  inscription,  unc . 50 

Davenport's  reprint  "European 
Crowns  and  Talers  since  1800"  with 

revised  valuations  . 12.50 

Similar  "European  Crowns  from 
1700  to  1800"  with  revised  valua¬ 
tions  . 12.50 


Please  write  for  my  free  price  list  of 
many  other  interesting  items. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg. 
Davenport,  Iowa,  52801 


COMING 
NEXT  MONTH: 

Neil  Shafer's  new  listings  for 
his  Guide  Book  of  Philippine 
Paper  Money,  plus  timely  ar¬ 
ticles  by— 

•  James  C.  Shipley 

•  Walter  Breen 

•  Charles  Z.  Mihalyi 

•  R.  S.  Yeoman 

Subscribe  Now! 


moneyer  other  than  what  we  are 
able  to  learn  from  his  coins. 'The 
Pomponia  gens,  however,  claimed 
descent  from  Pompo,  son  of  the 
early  king,  Numa  Pompilius.  It  is 
Numa  we  see  on  the  reverse  of 
this  coin  in  his  capacity  as  augur, 
about  to  sacrifice  a  goat  to  Apollo, 
who  appears  on  the  obverse  of  the 
coin.  The  youth  is  an  assistant  at 
the  sacrifice  and  such  an  assistant 
was  known  as  a  victimarius. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
As,  semis,  triens,  quadrans,  sex¬ 
tans. 


SYD  611  LUCIUS  CAECILIUS 
METELLUS 
(92-91  B.C.) 

(with  Aulus  Postumius 
Albinus  &  Caius 
Poblicius  Malleolus) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Apollo.  Rev.,  Roma 
seated  on  shields  holding:  spear  and 
parazonium  (dagger)  while  being 
crowned  by  victory 

This  coin  represents  a  joint 
issue  of  the  triumvirate  of  Metel- 
lus,  Albinus  and  Malleolus.  How¬ 
ever,  Metellus  struck  no  coins 
independently  of  the  other  two 
although  we  shall  see  that  his 
colleagues  did  (below).  The  ab¬ 
breviations  of  all  three  names 
appear  on  this  coin;  Metellus  and 
Albinus  on  the  obverse,  and  Mal¬ 
leolus  on  the  reverse.  Metellus 
appears  to  be  the  same  person 
who  was  praetor  in  71  B.C.  and 
propraetor  in  Sicily  the  following 
year,  succeeding  the  infamous 


PAGE  526 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JULY.  1965 


Verres  in  the  administration  of 
that  island.  It  appears,  also,  that 
he  was  the  consul  of  69  B.C., 
dying  while  in  office. 


SYD  612  AULUS  POSTUMIUS 
ALBINUS  S.F. 

(93-91  B.C.) 


^  t 

Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Apollo.  Rev.,  The 
Dioscuri  with  their  horses  who  are 
drinking  from  the  fountain  of 
Juturna 

Albinus  was  a  triumvir  of  the 
mint  along  with  Malleolus  (be¬ 
low)  and  Metellus  (above).  He 
might  have  been  the  son  of  the 
consul  of  110  B.C.,  Spurius  Post- 
umius  Albinus.  The  coin  types  of 
this  moneyer  refer  to  the  famous 
battle  at  Lake  Regillus  in  496 
B.C.  where  the  command  of  the 
Roman  forces  was  entrusted  to  A. 
Postumius  Albinus,  an  ancestor  of 
this  moneyer.  The  Dioscuri  whom 
we  see  on  the  reverse  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  aided  the  Romans. 
The  fountain  on  the  reverse  from 
which  the  horses  are  drinking  re¬ 
fers  to  Juturna  who  was  a  sister 
of  the  Latin  king  of  the  Rutili, 
Turnus.  Legend  has  it  that  either 
she  was  contemptuous  of  Jupiter, 
or  that  she  was  unfavorable  to 
his  amorous  advances.  In  any 
event  she  was  awarded  immortal¬ 
ity  by  that  great  god  who  changed 
her  into  a  fountain.  The  waters 
of  the  fountain  were  used  in  sacri¬ 
fices  and  were  said  to  possess 
healing  qualities. 

(To  bp  continued) 


The  1943  Copper  Cent 

by  Jim  U  halen 

Some  people  say  I’m  a  counter¬ 
feit; 

While  others  contend  that  I’m 
real; 

And  the  Mint  insists  that  in 
forty-three; 

They  only  made  pennies  of  steel; 


I’ve  been  analyzed,  weighed  and 
measured ; 

With  instruments  known  to  be 
true ; 

And  they  all  come  up  with  the 
answer; 

I’m  the  same  as  a  forty-two: 


These  experts  claim  Pm  authen¬ 
tic; 

And  slipped  through  by  mistake; 
But  the  Mint  says  “Nix!  posi¬ 
tively! 

Not  with  the  pains  that  we  take.” 


Visitors  stare  and  gape  at  me; 
Whenever  I  appear  at  a  show; 
They  look  with  doubt  and  dis¬ 
belief  ; 

Like  “I  wonder  if  it’s  really  so.” 


I  wish  someone  would  clear  my 
name; 

Before  I  get  much  older; 

If  they  don’t!  some  Secret  Serv¬ 
ice  man; 

Will  tap  me  on  the  shoulder: 


I  want  to  be  like  other  coins; 
Numismatically  rated; 

Not  like  a  wanted  character; 
To  be  seized  and  confiscated. 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area. 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 

Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 

Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 

Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 
H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 
Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 
Houston 

Foley's 

Los  Angeles 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 

New  Orleans 

Maison  Blanche 


New  York 

Gimbels 

Omaha 

Brandeis 

Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 

Gimbels 
Pasadena 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 

Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 

Richmond 

Thalhimers 


St.  Louis 
Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske's 

San  Diego 

May  Co. 

San  Francisco 

The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 

Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  WORLD  COIN  SETS 

All  Choice  Unc.  if  not  otherwise  stated.  Hundreds  of  others, 

all  Countries  in  stock. 


BRAZIL  COMMEMORATIVES 

1900  400th  Anniv.  of  Discovery  Set  (4): 

400,  1,000,  2,000,  4,000  Reis  B 1-4,  Y8-II. 

All  BU,  Very  Rare  so  425.00 

Another  Set,  Choice  AU  310.00 

1932  400th  Anniv.  of  Colonization  Set  (6): 

100  to  1,000  Reis.  All  BU  24.00 

Mostly  BU,  2  or  3  are  AU  15.00 

What  else  in  Brazil.  We  have  20th  Century 
almost  Complete.  Send  Want  List. 

CEYLON  BUDDHA  ISSUE 

1963  I,  5  Rupee  Choice  BU.  Very  scarce 
so  .  .  .  how  many  have  them  BU?  7.75 
1963  Issue  I £-50$,  I  Rupee  2.25 

CANADA  DOLLARS 

All  Proof-like  Gems.  Limit  I  each. 

1959  $29.00  I960  $19.00  1961  $18.00 
1962  13.50  1963  10.75  1964  7.75 
1959-1964  Set 


ISRAEL  ISSUES 

1965  Proof-like  Set  2/$7.25  4.00 

Deluxe  Type  Set  (18).  Includes  500  Prutah 
Crown.  In  Official  leatherette  case  24.00 
Send  Want  List  for  prices  of  all  5  Pound 
Pieces. 

RARE  KIAO  CHAU  SET 

1909  5£,  I0£.  Ex.  Fine.  Limit  I  24.75 

1909  5£  Single  for  Type.  VF-ExF  12.00 

KUWAIT  ISSUE 

1961  1-100  Fils  Set  (6).  Attractive  3.35 

LUNDY  ISLAND  ISSUE 

1929  l/2l  I  Puffin.  Limit  I  Set  12.50 

Above  Set  in  Deluxe  leatherette  holder 
with  Title,  plus  Book  on  coinage  by 
Thos.  W.  Becker  13.50 

LUXEMBOURG  ISSUE 
1946  John  the  Blind  Set  (3):  20,  50,  100 
Francs  (In  Deluxe  leatherette  holder 
$12.50)  11.75 

NEPAL  CORONATION  ISSUE 
1956  King  Shri  Mahendra  Coronation 
Set  (3):  25  Paisa,  '/j,  I  Rupee  6.75 

NEW  ZEALAND  ISSUE 

1935  WAITANGI  Gem  Set,  all  Perfect 
Brilliant  Proofs.  In  Original  Case  Write 
1953  Coronation  Issue  Set  (8).  In  Deluxe 


leatherette  holder.  Superb  BU 

PHILIPPINE  ISSUES 


89.50 

Or  will  trade  set  for  19  1965  Proof-like  sets. 

EGYPT  ISSUES 

Republic  Issue  1954-56  I  Millieme  to  20 
Piastres.  Y92-97.  Now  Rare  14.50 

1960-62  Issue  IM  to  20  P.  Y  1 1 1-116  9.50 

1964  Aswan  Set  3-50  Piastres  12.50 

1964  Aswan  50P  Crown  2/$l3  7.50 

COMMEMORATIVE  25  PIASTRES 

1956  Suez  Canal.  Y  98,  1957  Parliament 
Y  102,  I960  Nat'l.  Assembly,  Y  110. 

The  Set  (3).  Very  Scarce  BU 

HUNGARY  COMMEMORATIVES 

1956  Set  (3):  10,  20,  25  Forints.  Beau¬ 
tiful  Rare  Set  (In  Plastic  $29.75) 

RARE  ICELAND  ISSUE 

1930  Commemorative  Set  (3):  2,  5,  10 
Kronur.  Y8-I0,  Very  Rare 
Above  Set  in  Beautiful  "K"  Plastic, 

White  Opaque,  with  Title 

INDIA  PROOF  LIKE  SET 

1954  I  Pice  to  I  Rupee.  Official  card 

JAPAN  OLYMPICS  SET 

1964  100,  1,000  Yen.  BU 
Above  Set,  Brill.  Unc.  Gems 

1964  CROWN  SPECIALS 

Bermuda.  BU  5/$ 1 1 .00,  I0/$21 .00,  each  $2.75;  Proof-like.  2/$25.00,  each  $15.00 
Egypt.  Aswan  Dam.  BU,  edge  nick  $5.00.  Nice  2/$ 1 3.00 ;  each  $7.00 
Netherlands  Antilles.  2,/2  Guilders.  2/$5.50;  each  $3.50 

Minimum  Order  $5.00.  Add  50<  to  Orders  less  than  $25.00  please. 
1965 — 108  Page  Supply  Catalogue  50«  (FREE  with  $15.00  Order.) 


37.50 


25.00 

(2):  50£,  1  Peso 

6.75 

1961  Rizal  Set  (2):  50£.  1  Peso.  These 
far  nicer  than  usual 

5.75 

27.50 

1958  New  Issue  Set  (6):  l£-50£ 

1.50 

PORTUGAL  COMMEMORATIVES 

195.00 

I960  Set  (3):  5,  10,  20  Escudos.  Prince 
Henry,  the  Navigator  who  never  got 
farther  than  100  miles  from  Portugal's 

199.00 

shores.  Beautiful  Set  (In  leatherette 
holder  $6.25) 

5.50 

12.50 

RHODESIA  ISSUE 

1964  New  Issue  Set  (4):  5$  to  Half 

Crown 

3.50 

11.00 

SO.  ARABIAN  FED'N. 

13.50 

1964  Set  (4)  3/$4.50 

1.75 

4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766)  Omaha,  Nebr.  68111 

DEALERS:  Request  Free  Wholesale  Catalogue  on  your  letterhead  or  supply  proof  that 

you  are  an  established  Dealer. 


19th  EDITION 


Once  again  for  1966,  with  the  19th  edition,  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  by  R.  S.  Yeoman  reaffirms  its  position  as  the 
numismatist’s  indispensible  authority.  The  1966  RED  BOOK  is 
expanded  and  revised  with  additional  grading  columns  for  Barber 
dimes,  quarters  and  halves.  Price  tables  reviewed  and  up-dated. 
The  section  on  Territorial  Gold  has  been  entirely  revised  with 
the  assistance  of  a  special  panel  of  experts.  As  in  previous  edi¬ 
tions,  the  RED  BOOK  is  the  dependable  reference  for  American 
coinage  from  1616  to  the  present.  Gives  you  fast  facts  and 
figures.  Completely  illustrated.  256  pages.  Gold-stamped,  hard 
cover. 

Only  *1.7 5  at  your  hobby  dealer. 


Whitman  Publishing  Company  *  Racine,  Wis. 


WORLD’S  LEADING  NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS 


A  BEST  SELLER  YEAR  AFTER  YEAR 


